
 

 

 

 Marking and Feedback Tips: 

4. When you can, use rubrics. They can take time to create, but a well-crafted rubric will save you grading time and 

offer greater consistency. In order to make the most of your rubric, consider doing these things: 

• Hand your rubric out with your assignment and go over it with students. A rubric should provide criteria, but 

not answers. An answer key is a different kind of tool. 

• If possible and appropriate, ask for student input into your rubric. This ensures students understand 

assignment criteria and fosters student investment in their own learning. 

• Provide sample assignments and ask students to evaluate each with the rubric to ensure they understand it. 

• Ask students to self-assess with the rubric and submit it with their assignment. 

5. Remember that marking time should align with the goals of the assignment—meaning that if 10% of the 

assignment’s grade is allocated for grammar and punctuation, then 10% should also reflection the percentage of 

your marking time allocated towards those elements.  

6. Feedback and evaluation are not the same thing. Feedback is designed to help students improve, while evaluation 

informs students about their performance. Not every assignment or exam requires both. 

7. To help students improve, encourage them to use the feedback you offer by requiring them to do something with it 

(and offer marks, if possible), such as one of the following: 

• Ask students to write a short note outlining their three main takeaways from your feedback. 

• Ask students to identify how they will use the feedback moving forward. 

• Ask students to identify how and where they applied the feedback in a subsequent assignment. 

Assignment Tips: 

8. Whenever possible, give students options for assignment topics (but not so many options that students are 

overwhelmed!) or format (paper, presentation, video, etc.). Can students work to strengths to demonstrate 

achievement of the course’s learning outcomes? Can they have some autonomy? 

9. Whenever possible, avoid reusing assignments. The more often you use the same assignment, the more likely it is 

that someone will have access to a previous student’s work. 

10. Avoid composing assignments that are on topics so common that answers or essays can be downloaded from the 

internet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

Ten Assessment Tips 

 
Assessing is Challenging 

These tips are designed to offer you 

strategies to foster student 

learning, prevent academic integrity 

policy violations, and help with your 

marking. If you want more 

information about assessment, 

make an appointment with a CELT 

coordinator. 

 

Exam Tips: 

1. Whenever possible, don’t reuse exams. Even better—create the 

kinds of exams that allow you to give students exam questions 

in advance, or create exams that are open book. 

2. Break final exams into sections, and hand out only one section 

at a time. When a student is finished one section, then they 

may opt to have a break before starting on the next section.  

3. When possible and practical, ask for your final exams to be 

scheduled in your regular classroom, as this may help with 

student recall. 
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