RESEARCH COMMITTEE OF SENATE

January 15, 2013, 3:30 – 5:00

CN Board Room
	MINUTES


Present: Ehsan Latif, Tom Dickinson, Star Mahara, Will Garrett-Petts, Jim Hu, Mohamed Tawhid, Donald Lawrence, Will George, Kallee Caton, Richard Oppong, Kim Munich, Debbie Krebs
1. Call to order – Meeting called to order at 3:34 pm
2. Adoption of Agenda –Agenda adopted as presented
3. Approval of Minutes – Minutes adopted as presented
4. Report of AVP- Research and Graduate Studies

a. Research and scholarship integrity policy was approved at Senate in December

b. Invited by departments to do some informal meetings to begin discussions regarding the SRP
c. Internal research fund – thanks to all who assisted with the grant writing workshop. It was very well attended and received by the staff. 

d. Insight development grants –Eight applications are going forward. As each major grant deadline comes up, will would like to call on a faculty member who has a grant in that area to mentor others who are writing 

e. Sabbatical applications, 20 reviewed, two denied, all others approved
f. Beginning the development of the SRP. The intent is to have it done so it can be ready for the December Senate. Communications from all departments are necessary in order for the SRP to be successful. 
g. TRU has been approached by the principal of UBCO to develop collaborations between the two universities. A plan is being put in place for a delegation of researchers to come together from the two universities

h. Uli Scheck, Tom Dickinson and Will Garrett-Petts are planning schedules to go to Ottawa for critical meetings

i. Reviewing applications for positions in our departments, office manager and the grants development officer

5. Old Business

a. Fleeting Research Opportunities Fund Grant – Will Garrett-Petts

Shared funding of a special fund to allow these types of grants to be awarded. Further refining of the grant will be done over the coming month
b. Formation of Internal Research Fund Adjudication Committee–  Ehsan Latif: Committee will consist of the following; one SSHRC, one NSERC, one CIHR rep, research committee chair, two other members. Committee needs to be ready to review applications by the first of February. Barbara Paterson volunteered earlier this month but we will need to confirm with her first if she is still willing and able. The Deans will be asked to  put a call out at faculty council for faculty members to come forth to be on the adjudication committee.
6. New Business
a. Internal Research Fund Adjudication Process
b. Graduate Research Assistant (GRA) Hiring – Jim Hu. There is no system for the GRA only for the UGRA. We need to come up with a mechanism to pay GRAs other than a fellowship system. Wills advice is to work with the instruments that we have at present until such language is created for GRAs. Fellowships are used now and we should continue with this.
c. Research Ethics Board issues- Ehsan Latif – tabled 
d. Timing of the meeting – A change for the meeting time has been requested. After discussion it was agreed the meetings will remain the same.
e. Questions on the UREAP program – UREAP guidelines and adjudication process has been taken offline but should be put back. 
7. Adjournment

