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Purpose

Key components

Values, perspectives

Discussion of samples

Critical moments exercise

Writing Time



Why an Educational 
Philosophy Statement?

• To provide

• An introduction your dossier

• A roadmap of your expertise

• A framework for your evidence

• To tell your story

Photo by Mark König on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@markkoenig?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/roadmap?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


What Are the Key Components of an Educational Philosophy 
Statement? 

(Kenny, Berenson, Jeffs, Nowell, & Grant, 2018)

(Kenny, Berenson, Jeffs, Nowell, & Grant, 2018)



What Matters to You?

Values & Perspectives:

• Use a list to get started (see handout)

• Or a Values card exercise

• Name and explain what’s important to you

• Think about times when you acted accordingly
(https://daretolead.brenebrown.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/02/Values.pdf)

https://brenebrown.com/resources/dare-to-lead-list-of-values/
https://sakai.ohsu.edu/access/content/group/Kathlynn_Tutorials/public/Value%20Card%20Sort%20Exercise%20-%20Storyline%20output/story_html5.html?fbclid=IwAR2soJuyQomMYPGNirBui3Fw2hhRZ3Jo_nMhbAwrsayd1QLBR8OzEsIHSi4


Sample Philosophy
Statements

• Open the link in the chat 

• Or look at the handout

• Skim the sample philosophy statements

• In small groups or individually, select 1-2 samples and consider 
them: What do you like about them? Which ones speak to you? 
Which might work in your context?

• Report back some of your findings

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ilZ3TTUikvndZzU3xpL8PXQmV_rNPXniS8tZR-GJdkA/edit


Critical Moments

• Use the worksheet provided

• Consider moments when you were called to act  according to 
your values:

• What, where, when, how and why, who 

• Times of discord/debate help us discover what matters to us

• Add in plenty of details (edit later) 

• (10 mins)

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10FjgPmgogDEd6ZyCCMEyFH_Ly3DIp2MooVlVwSn6Hs8/edit


Writing 
Time

Spend some time exploring in writing how you enact 
your values in your teaching or professional practice

• Flip chart paper on the wall

• Your computer or other device

• Pen and paper

• Concept mapping/mind mapping, freewriting, other strategies

Consider the examples you saw and draw from them, 
if that works for you

If it helps, brainstorm or chat with a colleague

We’ll check in at about 10:40



Summary

• Write now, edit later

• No one-size approach

• Specificity - use examples

• Tie it to the evidence in your dossier

• Review samples from colleagues

• Find friendly reviewers to look at yours

Photo by Florian Klauer on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@florianklauer?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/portfolio?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Resources

Worksheet:
Ellis, D., & Griffin, G. (2000).  Developing a teaching philosophy statement: A special challenge for graduate 
students. Journal of Graduate Teaching Assistant Development, 7(2), pp. 85-92.

Slides:
Brown, B.. (2019). List of Values. Dare to Lead. Retrieved from: https://daretolead.brenebrown.com/wp-
content/uploads/2019/02/Values.pdf

Kenny, N., Berenson, C., Jeffs, C., Nowell, L., & Grant, K. (2018). Teaching Philosophies and Teaching Dossiers 
Guide. Calgary, AB: Taylor Institute for Teaching and Learning. Retrieved from 
http://www.ucalgary.ca/taylorinstitute/resources/

Taylor Institute for Teaching and Learning (2020). Sample Teaching Philosophies and Dossiers: Teaching 
Philosophy Statements (various authors). Retrieved from 
https://taylorinstitute.ucalgary.ca/resources/sample-teaching-philosophy-statements

https://daretolead.brenebrown.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Values.pdf
https://daretolead.brenebrown.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Values.pdf
http://www.ucalgary.ca/taylorinstitute/resources/
https://taylorinstitute.ucalgary.ca/resources/sample-teaching-philosophy-statements
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