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Drawing heavily from the ‘strategic interaction’ role play framework of                 Dr. Robert Di Pietro (1987), this workshop highlighted the efficacy of using open-ended (non-scripted) role plays with some degree of conflict to be negotiated, as well as uploading them to be transcribed.

Important things to consider:
The more comfortable the students are with each other and the instructor, the higher chance of success of these activities. Start with baby steps, support them with worksheets and whole-class discussions, and eventually let them create their own roles. Technologically, uploading and transcribing can be done by all students (and teachers) when instructed appropriately, and will likely lead to a sense of pride and accomplishment.

Di Pietro Philosophies: “The value of L2 methodologies is judged by how well learners are able to extend them outside of the classroom.”
 	“The classroom should function as both a proving ground where challenges are faced and overcome and a refuge for the learner.” 
( Krashen’s Affective Filter)

Di Pietro Philosophies: (Vis-à-vis Role Plays):
“Language instructors are teachers, coaches, consultants, observers, and evaluators and language learners are role players, advice seekers and givers, performers, and evaluators.”
What is Strategic Interaction? S.I. is “...an approach to second language instruction that is organized around scenarios giving learners interlocking and conflicting roles based on real life events that require students to use their second language purposefully and artfully in dealing with others."

Di Pietro S.I. Approach:
Pre-phase One: Teacher designs and distributes scenarios, splitting class in half.
Phase One: Rehearsal (all preparations made in a group)
Phase Two: Performance (only one person from each group selected)
Phase Three: Debriefing (best to replay video or audio to highlight)
	Madden’s Adaptation: 
Phase Four: Upload and transcribe
Phase Five: Redo
 	An article by my former colleague:
http://journals.sfu.ca/CALICO/index.php/calico/article/view/16
Another informative article and PDF:
http://iteslj.org/Articles/Colburn-SI_on_IRC/
www.udel.edu/eli/educ647/strategic.pdf
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Role Play Preparation Sheet 
 
Scenario: _____________________________________________________________  Your Role:________________ 
 
Related Vocabulary and phrases:  
 
 
 
 
 
Brainstorm outcomes and strategies: 
 
 Possible outcomes Strategies/conditions for reaching this outcome 



1. 
 



  



2. 
 



  



3. 
 



  



4. 
 



  
 



 
Words and expressions for starting the conversation: 
 
* 
 
* 
 
Words and expressions for the middle of the conversation (making your request): 
 
* 
 
* 
 
* 
 
Anticipate 3 things the other person might say to you, and your response for each: 
 
 What the other person might say What you would answer 



1  
 



 



2  
 



 



3  
 



 



 
5. Words and expressions for ending the conversation: 
 
Outcome:  
 
Outcome:  
 
Outcome:  
 
Outcome:  
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