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Thompson Rivers University campuses are

on the traditional lands of the Tk'emlips

te Secwépemc (Kamloops campus) and

the T'exelc (Williams Lake campus) within
Secwepemcul'ecw, the traditional and unceded
territory of the Secwépemc.

The region TRU serves also extends into the
territories of the St'at'ime, Nlakapamux, Nuxalk,
Tsilhqgot'in, Dakelh, and Syilx peoples.

TRU
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I THANK YOU. KUKWSTSETSEMC.

Guided by our values

Philanthropy has the power to transform
society. When | think about who we are at
TRU and what guides our behaviour, | think
of our values. When our values and efforts
as a university are aligned with investment
from donors, together we can make the
world a better place. Some of these ongoing
efforts include:

» Fostering world-leading knowledge
in wildfire science, adaptation,
and response applicable to local
communities through a first-of-its
kind partnership with the BC Wildfire Service.

« Honouring truth, reconciliation and rights by continuing to
build Indigenous research as a foundational research pillar.

« Continuing to find new ways to make education flexible and
accessible to meet community needs.

TRU is a university where all people are empowered to transform
themselves, their communities and the world. Thank you to all
TRU donors and partners who contribute to our community-
minded vision and help move us forward.

Kukwstsétsemc,

Brett Fairbairn
TRU President and Vice-Chancellor
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Appreciation from the
TRU Foundation

The TRU Foundation has the incredible
honour and complex task of managing an
endowment of nearly $36 million. These
funds have been donated over the past
four decades and thoughtfully stewarded
to support students and initiatives at the
wishes of thousands of generous donors.
The endowment supports some bursaries
and scholarships that are 20 or 30 years old,
and others that were just established this
year. It is a privilege for the TRU Foundation
to be entrusted with these funds.

This year alone, the TRU Foundation dispersed $2.1 million in donor
funds to nearly 1,000 students through awards, scholarships and
bursaries. We are pleased to see this number growing steadily
each year. Thank you to every donor who made a generous

contribution this year.

Thank you to the TRU Foundation board of directors for
your service to TRU and to the TRU Advancement staff for

your dedication.

Sincerely,

Mack Kanigan
TRU Foundation President




2023-2024 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Figures based on March 31, 2024 unaudited financial statements

$4,374,330

Total funds raised

$314,056

Operating expenses

975

students received
donor-funded awards

$1,540,915

in additional pledges

Alumni
$185,541

|

Individuals

$1,266,184 \.

Corporations
$1,857,547

GIVING BY
CATEGORY

$4,374,330

TOTAL

Foundations
$1,065,058

Gifts in Kind

$253,741 Department Initiatives

$1,417,882

7

Operating Transfer

$403,420
o

Research

$246,337 %

DISBURSEMENTS

$4,610,729

TOTAL

$2,289,349

Support for Students
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@3 TRU Gala

TRU FOUNDATION GALA

The TRU Foundation Gala: Adventure is Calling was held on April
22,2023 and invited donors to support the Faculty of Adventure,
Culinary Arts and Tourism (FACT). Donors gave $82,000 to

fund the purchase of a passenger van for experiential learning
opportunities in backcountry and urban destinations. FACT
prepares students for a range of careers in outdoor adventure
guiding, tourism leadership and management, crafting cuisine
for modern bistros and fine-dining restaurants and creating
memorable experiences. In total, the 2023 TRU Foundation Gala
raised $250,000 to support students at TRU.

WATCH: Spotlight on Fund-a-need 2023:
Help students go places.

= TRUWL Gala

TRU WILLIAMS LAKE GALA

Raising $37,665, the TRU Williams Lake Gala returned on Oct. 14,
2023 after a four-year hiatus. Funds raised supported the newly
created Williams Lake Endowed Fund and a goal to raise $1 million
that will fund student awards and bursaries in Williams Lake in
perpetuity. Mark and Sally Nairn were the first contributors,
donating $100,000 to establish the endowment.

Day of Giving

Day of Giving raised $81,591 on Feb. 29, 2024 surpassing the goal to raise
$48,000 in 48 hours. A total of 223 donors — including alumni, long-time
individual supporters, organizations and new contributors — chose from
several areas to make their donation during the campaign. Donors were
invited to choose their cause, with most opting to support student bursaries
and scholarships.

ﬁ TRUnity

TRU's annual employee giving campaign, now known as TRUnity Employee
Giving, empowers staff, faculty and administration to make a meaningful
impact on students’ lives. Staff were invited to support student success
with a one-time or ongoing payroll deduction during the 10-day campaign
in October 2023. Following the campaign, participation in payroll
deduction giving was up 20 per cent and total contributions through
payroll deduction amounted to over $100,000.

\/ Evening of Champions

The TRU WolfPack Evening of Champions brought together athletic supporters on
March 12, 2024 to celebrate triumphs, inspire future victories and ensure TRU's
varsity athletes continue to shine on and off the field. Keynote speaker Kaleb
Dahlgren, who played for the Humboldt Broncos, shared his story of gratitude and
resilience. This event raised over $50,000 for student athlete scholarships.
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS
FORACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT

1 & r ° °
," K Excellence in athletics, advocacy and
g, - undergraduate research
Ea%Z- ©n

Jayse Heer-Matonovich

Second-year Bachelor of Arts student

Awards received: The Kamloops Sports Legacy
Award, the Kerry Lynne Roberts Memorial Award,
and the TRU Ambassador’s Entrance Scholarship.

& . :
o =J A q LS T . “I learned that change has to start somewhere,
; and even if it's a slow process, it's worth it.”

JAYSE HEER-MATONOVICH HAS BEEN
DISTURBED BY GENDER INEQUALITIES since
she was 10 years old. She first challenged the
status quo as a Grade 7 student when she wanted
to try out for the boys' basketball team, taking
her challenge all the way to the school board. It
sparked her passion for human rights, and she's
been leading the charge for change ever since.

_ "llearned that change has to start somewhere,
and even if it's a slow process, it's worth it,” she
says. “That's what lights a fire under me — knowing
that if you continue to push and fight for change,
things will happen.”
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Now 19 and in her second year of a Bachelor of Arts
degree at TRU, Heer-Matonovich is already a savvy
researcher with an ardent commitment to equity,
diversity and inclusion (EDI).

A scholarship winner and varsity athlete, she began
as a volunteer research assistant with the cultural
mapping and student training initiative at TRU

in 2021 when she was still a high school student.
Inspired by the experience and what she was
learning about qualitative research, she pursued a
self-directed research capstone project, initiating
her own EDI study as a Grade 11 student at Sa-Hali
Secondary School in Kamloops.

“From the outset, Jayse distinguished herself as
an outstanding field researcher, demonstrating
remarkable skill,
independence, and
an amazing work
ethic,” says her
faculty mentor Dr. Will
Garrett-Petts.

Using a method called
cultural mapping, she
asked participants to
sketch where in the school they encounter positive
or negative experiences of equity, diversity and
inclusion and collected over 130 responses from
staff and students of varying ages, genders and
ethnicities.

"The power of this method is there's no wrong
way of doing it and it includes everybody,” says
Heer-Matonovich.

She reported on her findings and administration

at Sa-Hali Secondary School implemented some
changes to spaces in the school based on her
research. Since then, she has presented the results
of the study to the school district and multiple
universities, including several faculties at TRU.

“We have all this data and now we're moving
forward to implement positive changes,” she says.
“It's a really cool opportunity to continue this work
and | have a burning passion for it.”

On the basketball court, Heer-Matonovich was
recruited to play her senior year at a basketball prep
school in Niagara Falls, ON. She then signed with
the TRU WolfPack — a homecoming opportunity
she was delighted to pursue. Her parents are both
TRU alumni and former athletes.

“One of the main reasons | decided on TRU is that
| don't know if | would have the same research
opportunities at any other university,” she says “|
loved playing basketball in Ontario, but | missed
doing research. At TRU, | was able to do both.”

“If it wasn't for the financial support, I wouldn't
have been able to focus on all the research I was
doing, continue to train hard for my sport and
athletics, and focus on my studies.”

Thanks to donor support, along her journey
Heer-Matonovich has been recognized for her
determination and commitment to athletics and
academics with several scholarships and awards.

In 2024, she received an award for having one of the
top 10 grade-point averages in the Faculty of Arts —
earned while juggling multiple research
projects, court-time and rehabilitation
from an injury that kept her sidelined for
much of the 23/24 basketball season.

In 2023, she was the recipient of the
Kamloops Sports Legacy Award, the Kerry
Lynne Roberts Memorial Award, and was
one of nine students to be awarded the
TRU Ambassador’s Entrance Scholarship.

u WATCH: Spotlight on award recipients I

“I'm so thankful for all the awards and scholarships
I've gotten,” she says. “If it wasn't for the financial
support, | wouldn't have been able to focus on all
the research | was doing, continue to train hard for
my sport and athletics, and focus on my studies. It
takes the financial stress off and allows me to focus
on the things | love to do.”

Continuing with her undergrad, Heer-Matonovich

is grateful for all the support she receives from the
TRU community and is more dedicated than ever to
advocating for human rights through research and
community engagement. Her sights are set on law
school and post-grad studies, and she knows TRU is
the right place to be to pursue her passions.

“TRU's Envision goals challenge us to become
Canada’s leading university in research and
scholarship based on community partnerships and
undergraduate research training,” Garrett-Petts
says. “We are intent on providing equitable access
to meaningful research experiences for all students.
Research puts knowledge into practice and allows
students to use critical thinking to test their
knowledge in a new, applied way.”

Outside of her studies, Heer-Matonovich is also
actively pursuing a new athletic endeavour — rugby
— after being selected by Rugby Canada to move
to the second phase of testing following an RBC
Training Ground qualifying event.
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS
FORCOMMUNITY INVESTMENT

Campaign creates opportunities for Williams Lake students

A NEWLY ESTABLISHED $1-MILLION
ENDOWMENT CAMPAIGN is aimed at making
education more affordable for students in
Williams Lake.

Philanthropists
Mark and Sally Nairn
are championing
the Williams Lake
Endowed Fund at the
TRU campus in that
community, which
will provide financial
support to students.

“There are a lot of very good students in this

town who have great capabilities and are smart
people — they just don't have the finances to go to
university and it's a real shame,” says Mark Nairn.
“The reason we picked $1 million as our goal is that
it should generate about $40,000 a year that will
be used for bursaries to support students in need
coming to our campus.”

The Nairns kickstarted the initiative by pledging
$100,000 during the TRU Williams Lake Gala in
October 2023. An additional $37,665 was raised
through the Gala's fund-a-need auction. In order to
reach the million-dollar goal, Mark and Sally Nairn
are challenging others to step up for students in
Williams Lake.

8 | Thompson Rivers University

“It's not only good for the students, it's good
for our community as well,” says Mark. “The
university is an economic driver here and |
think anybody who's lived here and done well
really should contribute.”

The Nairns kickstarted the initiative by
pledging $100,000 during the TRU Williams
Lake Gala in October 2023

Giving back is already second nature for many
people in the Cariboo, including members of
TRU Grit, a group of volunteers who support
students through fundraising initiatives, such
as the annual TRU Williams Lake Gala. Over the
past eight years, the gala has raised more than
$200,000 to support post-secondary students
in Williams Lake, with all funds raised going
directly to the annual TRU Grit scholarships,
awards and bursaries.

As TRU Williams Lake looks ahead, a $1-million
endowment ensures long-term financial
sustainability for student support. All
contributions to the Williams Lake Endowed
Fund will generate revenue to benefit students
in that community, annually and in perpetuity.

7

Mark and Sally Nairn at the TRU Williams Lake Gala, 2023




Over the years, many students in Williams
Lake have benefited from TRU Grit
scholarships, awards and bursaries,
including TRU student Lauren Penner.

“It's really difficult to study full time while
managing a household with three very busy
children, so if | tried to work a full-time job
or even a part-time job, | think that would

Lauren Penner and her family

Spotlight on the Williams Lake
Endowed Fund for Student Support

J o

really impact my studies. Having some extra
income to help cover those costs reduces
my stress and helps me excel in class,” says
Penner, who plans to go into nursing in
Williams Lake after she graduates. “There's
nothing better than supporting someone
[pursuing] higher education and supporting
the growth of this community.”

Two%’t‘@?n’ fo
student support

CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC SUPERSTAR,
CCMA WINNER and Juno Award nominee

Aaron Pritchett headlined A Night Under the Stars,
the TRU Williams Lake Fundraising Gala.

On Oct. 14, 2023, more than 170 people came

together for a spectacular semi-formal affair in
support of TRU Williams Lake students.

The event raised more than $37,665 for
scholarships, bursaries and financial awards.
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PHILANTHROPY MAT T iR S
FOR HONOURING LOVED ONES

Outpouring of love for fallen athlete

ON SUNDAY, NOV. 26, 2023, ERIN WALTER
SAID GOODBYE to her only son, Owyn Mclnnis,
as she headed to the Kamloops airport to catch
a flight home.

After an incredible four-day visit, she was flying
home to Guelph, ON, and Owyn insisted she stop

by the house he shared with several other TRU ’_
WolfPack athletes to say goodbye. As they shared
afinal hug, Walter says Owyn seemed reluctant to
let go. She asked him if he was okay and he replied,
“Why does it feel like it's going to be the last time
I'm ever going to hug you?”

It would be their last embrace.

On Wednesday, Nov. 29 Mclnnis was killed in

a multi-vehicle crash just beyond the campus
border. Two of his teammates, Riley Brinnen and
Owen Waterhouse, were also critically injured
when the car they were in was hit from behind as
they waited at a red light.
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“Little did | know it was going to be the last

time | saw him. It's surreal to think about the
conversations we had before he died,” says Walter.
“It was such a great thing to be able to be out there
and see all he was doing and be part of his world.
The things that | really wished for him as a human
being were for him to give back and fall in love and
do great things — and he did — he was thriving.”

Within a few hours of hearing the devastating
news, Walter was on a flight to Kamloops. One of
the first people she saw upon landing was TRU
Director of Athletics Curtis Atkinson.

"I looked at him and said, 'l want a scholarship in
his name,” she says.

“I want to raise $150,000. That way, | know that
for as long as he might have lived otherwise,
something connected to his name will continue
helping other student-athletes.”

His father, Sheldon, sister, Brielle, and fiancée,
Amber, agreed and by Dec. 2, the Owyn Mclnnis
Memorial — Men'’s Volleyball Athletic Award was
announced. Donations rapidly poured in.

His loved ones know it won't bring him back or
take away their all-consuming grief, but it ensures
Owyn's name and vivacious spirit live on to help
smooth the way for future WolfPack athletes who
come from afar to follow a dream.

Because of Owyn, Walter takes comfort knowing
other athletes will have the freedom to explore
opportunities away from home, buy books, afford
groceries and perhaps visit their families a little
more often.

“When something tragic like this happens, we lose
faith in humanity and there's all the things that we
can find wrong. Let's look for the good. Let's look

for the kindness. Let's look for the ripple effect.
We can't undo what happened, but we can really
help some people going forward,” says Walter,
adding that shortly after Owyn passed away, she
learned he had told people one day he wanted to
have a scholarship in his name.

"And here we are today raising money knowing
he will be remembered.”

As of March 31, 2024, the Owyn Mclnnis
Memorial Endowment had received 422 gifts

totalling $78,205.40. Donors from BC to Ontario
and all points in between have come together

to honour Owyn and continue to build the
endowment in his name. In addition, at least

two annual volleyball tournaments have been
established in Owyn's name, ensuring young
volleyball players across Canada will continue to
learn of his legacy for years to come while raising
money to support fellow athletes.

Donations can be made at tru.ca/owyn.

Owyn Mclnnis with his mom, Erin Walter, and sister, Brielle McInnis.
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS
FORPROGRAM ACCREDITATION

Donor puts shine on
veterinary program

WHEN TRU'S VETERINARY TECHNOLOGY
PROGRAM RECEIVED NATIONAL
ACCREDITATION in 2023, it came with a
stipulation — the clinic's countertops would need
to be upgraded to meet current standards. At the
steep cost of $100,000, the countertops were a
necessary but expensive requirement. Thanks to
a generous donation, cost did not hold the
program back.

“I feel that the vet tech
program is a good cause
and I like to contribute
tangible items — things I can
touch and feel.”

“We planned to pick away at the project as we
could. Then Guy Mercier and his family were

here for a tour — we started talking about

the accreditation and the need for upgraded
countertops and he said he was interested in
helping. It's a wonderful gift,” says department
chair Heather Shannon, noting that, thanks to the
TRU faculty member James Sudhoff and donor Guy Mercier. substantial g!ft, the upgrade was completed all at
once, extending to classrooms and beyond.

12 | Thompson Rivers University



Mercier has a long history of philanthropy

at TRU that includes funding for capital
projects, student endowments and faculty
needs. His philanthropic giving to TRU
continues to grow, with his most recent
focus on the veterinary technology program.
A donation toward the purchase of a large
animal simulator led to Mercier’s latest gift.

In 2022, donors were invited to support
Fund-A-Need to raise money for large
animal simulators (a horse simulator and
a cow simulator) for veterinary technology
training. The initiative was successful
thanks to generous donors like Mercier,
and it grew donor interest in one of the
university's more unique programs, one

of only two veterinary technology schools
in BC.

“| feel that the vet tech program is a good
cause and | like to contribute tangible items
—things | can touch and feel,” says Mercier,
whose daughter Aimee is a veterinarian and
TRU alum.

“I know how important high-quality

education is for veterinary and animal health

professionals,” he says.

While the old countertops met quality
standards when they were installed years
ago, upon their removal, despite diligent
disinfecting and cleaning protocols, the dust
and animal hair trapped along the seams
provided evidence of just how important the
seamless, stainless-steel upgrade is. With the
upgrade extending beyond the clinic space,
both animals and students are benefiting.

“The students love that they can bring
animals into the classrooms — they can be
studying but also have a cat on their lap.
Now keeping those areas clean will be so
much easier,” says Shannon, adding that
maximizing human and animal interactions
benefit the students mental health while
also providing the necessary socialization for
the animals that will help them get adopted.

Rescued dogs and cats make their home on
campus during the fall and winter semesters
and are then placed with their forever
families. Upon adoption, all animals have
been spayed or neutered, fully vaccinated,
health checked and socialized.

Guy Mercier and Kam Khun Khun with the horse simulator they helped
purchase. Also pictured are AVP Advancement Kim Cassar Torreggiani
and Department Chair Heather Shannon.
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I PHILANTHROPY MATTERS FORBETTER HEALTH CARE

First class of MN-NP candidates supported with donor funds

ALONG WITH DEDICATED FACULTY and support
staff, ambitious students and generous donors
made the first year of TRU's Master of Nursing-
Nurse Practitioner (MN-NP) program a success.

TRU's newest graduate program started in

May 2023, created in response to a struggling
BC health-care system and perpetual doctor
shortage. Three students in the first cohort were
assisted by generous funding from ardent TRU
donors and honorary degree recipients Roland
and Anne Neave.

The Neaves have created endowments that
support multiple scholarships and bursaries

and, in 2014, they donated 160 acres of land near
Clearwater/Wells Gray Provincial Park to TRU for
educational purposes. When they learned that TRU
was slated to start a nurse practitioner program,
they were once again eager to support.

"Knowing what a shortage of doctors and NPs
there are in BC and recognizing how nurse-
practitioners can serve rural communities where
there is no hospital, the program appealed to us,”
says Roland Neave.

Shavonne Rock and Philip Teichroeb each received
an award from the Drs. Anne and Roland Neave
Nurse Practitioner Fund. NP student Jillian
Gourlay received the Charles and Jean Whittaker
Memorial Nurse Practitioner Bursary, also funded
by the Neaves.
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“When | learned that | had received funding from
the Neaves, | was blown away by their generosity
and deeply grateful for the help they provided,”
says Teichroeb. “Balancing living expenses,
university expenses and significantly decreased
work hours has been a considerable financial
stressor. This scholarship has helped reduce that
stress, enabling me to allocate more time and
focus to my studies.”

Prior to starting the MN-NP program, Teichroeb
worked as a registered nurse at Royal Inland
Hospital (RIH). He took every opportunity available
to upgrade his skills, moving from intensive care
to post-anesthetic recovery and then training as a
peripherally inserted central catheter nurse. When
the MN-NP program was announced at TRU, he
was quick to apply.

Roland and Anne Neave (far left and far right, respectively), with MN-NP students Shavonne Rock and Philip Teichroeb,
who each received an award from the Drs. Anne and Roland Neave Nurse Practitioner Fund.



"The first year was challenging, as returning
to studies after six years can be difficult,”

he says. "However, after the first semester, |
quickly settled into a routine and have found
myself enjoying the opportunity to learn
new things. I'm looking forward to starting
the second year of the NP program, as

this will introduce more advanced medical
knowledge in its courses.”

Rock received her Bachelor of Science in
Nursing in 2017 from TRU and has been
working as a registered nurse since then.
Her journey to health care started as a child
helping take care of her mom, who struggles
with serious health problems, including
Type | diabetes. Recognizing sugar lows and
knowing when to call an ambulance were
the norm for Rock at a young age. As she

matured, her desire to help others remained.

“Being around that your whole life and
having to be aware of what those symptoms
are so that you can intervene and help
somebody — it's been a part of my life for a
long time,” she says, adding that her mom
and aunt are both RNs as well.

Before entering the MN-NP program, Rock
worked in several departments at RIH. When
she returned to work following maternity
leave, she met a nurse practitioner, and it
opened her eyes to new possibilities. In
addition to full-time studies, she maintains
casual employment at RIH, works part-time
as a research assistant and is involved in

starting a mentorship program for new
students in the program — all while raising
a busy two-year-old. She credits the support
from the Neaves as helping her to make it
all work without having to pile up a mass of
student loan debt.

In addition to pursuing a patient-centred
career as an NP and possibly a doctorate,
Rock is also interested in completing
academic research, specifically on ways to
improve the system by streamlining health
care. She has big plans and says one day
she hopes to be able to help other students
follow their dreams just like the Neaves did
for her.

“In the future, it would be nice to be

able to do what the Neaves do and fund
scholarships,” she says. “For now, I'm trying
to give back by giving time and advice to
help others.”

May 2024 marked the second intake of
future NPs. In 2025, the first graduates of
TRU's program will enter the workforce.

“There is a great need for health-care
providers in our region and province,” says
Tracy Christianson, graduate programs
interim associate dean. “These graduates
will make a significant impact and
contribution to meeting the needs of the
communities where they will practice.”

2023 DAY OF
GIVING UPDATE:

In 2023, Day of Giving raised
money for lab kits for nursing

and respiratory therapy students,
equipment they typically
purchase themselves for lab
work. The kits were distributed to
grateful students at the start of
the 2023 fall term.
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS
FORINDIGENOUS STUDENTS

i

Candis Garant with photos of her late sister, TRU alum
Rhyannon Garant.
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Legacy of learning and healing lives on
through memorial award

TRU ALUM RHYANNON GARANT'S LIGHT
SHONE SO BRIGHT it led her family out of
darkness. She worked endlessly to help others
and was dogged in her determination to
succeed. At the same time, she was haunted by
the debilitating effects of mental iliness, which
led to addiction as she struggled to cope.

Rhyannon passed away in
2022 but her light shines
on through the Rhyannon
Garant Memorial Award.

"My sister was the
inspiration and the hope

in our family,” says her
older sister Candis, who
established the award to
honour Rhyannon and help
other Indigenous women
overcoming adversity to pursue an education.

“She helped a lot of people over the years, and
| want her legacy to stay alive. | want people to
know that her life was not in vain. Everything
she did was not in vain.”

The first in three generations not to be sent to
residential school, Rhyannon was determined

to find a path out of the poverty and instability
she and Candis were raised in. Education was

her ticket out.

She began her educational journey with the
Indigenous Teacher Education Program at
UCC (now TRU), leaving her home in Prince
George to follow her dreams. For the next 20
years, she continued her pursuit of knowledge
and earned a Master of Education from TRU
in 2020. From the outset, Rhyannon actively

“The community here provides so
much guidance, so much support and it’s
really been a place of healing for me

and my family.”

sought mentorship, community connections
and volunteer opportunities. She was proud of
her Dene heritage and advocated strongly for
Indigenization at TRU.

In 2019, Rhyannon spoke to philanthropists at a
cabinet meeting for TRU's Limitless fundraising
campaign, where she shared some of her story
and expressed how important the university
was to her.



“The community here provides so much guidance,

so much support and it's really been a place of
healing for me and my family,” she said.

Candis describes Rhyannon as the leader in
their family, bringing everyone together and
pushing them to break free from the trauma
that threatened to consume them. While Candis
continues to grieve, she also takes strength
from her sister's legacy and is pursuing her own
education in human services at TRU.

“She fulfilled her capacity for life in such a short
time on Earth,” says Candis. “She went to a lot
of places, did a lot of things and touched a lot of
people's hearts and now | get to do that — and
carry her with me.”

The Rhyannon Garant Memorial Award will be
awarded to an Indigenous student pursuing
education at TRU. To contribute to the memorial
award, email TRU Advancement Officer Kaleena
Carriere at kcarriere@tru.ca

INDIGENOUS

GRADS HONOURED

Surrounded by friends, family and the

TRU Kamloops community, 30 Indigenous
graduates entered the Brown Family House
of Learning in June 2023 walking in rhythm
to the powerful drumbeats and singing of the
Sage Hills singers.

Some students wore traditional clothing,
while others did not, but all were unified with
the pride of their accomplishments.

“TRU is proud to host the highest number of
Indigenous students of any post-secondary
in BC,” says Tina Matthew, executive
director of Indigenous Education, adding
that TRU campuses awarded a total of 166
credentials to Indigenous students during
spring 2023 convocation.

Graduates recognized support from

family members and TRU staff and faculty,
including those from Cplul'kw'ten (House 5),
with helping guide their success.

According to a report presented to TRU's
board of governors, more than $755,000

in award funding went to 510 Indigenous
students at the university in 2022/23,
representing more than 11 per cent of total
awards. Indigenous students make up
approximately 9.8 per cent of the TRU student
population. In-addition to sources disbursed
by TRU, 542 Indigenous students received
sponsorship funding from other external
sources to cover full orpartial tuition and fees.

About 20 per cent of the 2,700 Indigenous
students at TRU received a financial award
or grant in 2022/23, including generous
donor-funded bursaries and scholarships.
That number continues to grow, ensuring
fewer students face financial barriers to
higher education.

A group of 2023 Indigenous graduates
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2023-2024 SUPPORTERS

Thank you to these donors who have made contributions

this year (April 1, 2023 to March 31, 2024)

$250,000-$500,000

Law Foundation of BC

Kamloops Home Hardware

Kamloops Sports Legacy
Fund

New Gold - New Afton Mine

Raymond James Canada Ltd.

Scotiabank

TD Bank Group

Teck Highland Valley Copper

$50,000-$99,999

Anonymous

Warren & Carolyn Bepple

BMO Financial Group

Bob & Mirella Holden

Kamloops Blazers Education
Society

Kamloops Kia

Tom LaFreniere & Donna
Mellquist

Estate of Shirley Lecker

Guy Mercier & Family

Drs. Roland & Anne Neave
and Family

RBC & RBC Foundation

Teck Resources Limited

Eleanor Thompson & Connors
Drilling Ltd.

TRU Students’ Union

Nels Vollo

$25,000-$49,999

Richard & Fearon Blair

Dr. Mark & Ellen Brown

CIBC

Harvey & Barbara Comazzetto

Fasken

guard.me International
Insurance

John Dobson Foundation

KPMG LLP & KPMG
Foundation

Pay My Tuition

The Perry Family

Derek Pickford

Raymond & Susan Sewell

TELUS Sustainability and
Environment

Tk'emlips te Secwépemc
Mike Traves (In Memoriam)

Vancouver Foundation

$10,000-$24,999

Anonymous

0983614 BC LTD

Acres Enterprises

Honourable Robert J. Bauman
KC & Susan Bauman

BC First Nations Justice
Council

Borden Ladner Gervais LLP

C3 Alliance Corp

CLAC

Clio

Economic Trust of the
Southern Interior

Fiscal Realities
Economists Ltd.

Darlene Freding

Fulton & Company LLP

Maggie Toller

Brian & Muriel Garland

Gillespie & Company LLP

Al & Dawn Gozda

IBEW Local 993

Kamloops Naturalist Club

Kelson Group

Lawson Lundell LLP

LGF's Lucky and Grateful Law

Lohn Foundation

Magdalen Mak

McDonald's Restaurant

Allan & Catherine McNeely

Mustang Powder Lodge Inc.

Mark & Sally Nairn

Nathanson, Schachter &
Thompson LLP

Dr. Lloyd & Rae Nixon

NRI Distribution Inc.

Olthuis Kleer
Townshend LLP

Patricia Petley

Hein Poulus, KC

Rogers Youth Fund

Rotary Club of Kamloops
Daybreak

Rush Ihas Hardwick LLP

Dr. Alan Shaver

The Sprott Foundation

Deb Studer

Sun Peaks Resort LLP &
Sun Peaks Grand LLP
TB Vets Charitable Foundation

Thompson Shuswap Chef
Farmer Collaborative

Richard Weir
WESCO Distribution

$5,000-$9,999

Anonymous (2)

Acera Insurance

Adah Chapter #16-Order of
Eastern Star

Aramark Canada Ltd.

BC CPA Education Foundation

Luke Bergerman & Ayla Salyn

Calgary Foundation

Canadian Bar Association,
BC Branch

Fiona Chan

Kamal Chaudhry

CN Railways

The Daley Family

Delta Kamloops

Lorraine Drdul

Enterprise Holdings
Foundation

Evening Auxiliary to
Royal Inland Hospital

Exceed Electrical
Engineering Ltd.

First Peoples Law

Grant Thornton LLP

Kamloops Aberdeen
Lions Club

Kamloops Blazers
Hockey Club

James & Allison MaclInnis

Tom McBratney

Margot McMillan

John Morgan

Robert & Claire Murphy

Tim Padmore

Al & Bina Patel

Josephine Pegler

Poulus Ensom LLP

Pronto Enterprises Ltd.

Gregory S. Pun, KC

Ratcliff LLP

River City Nissan

Rotary Club of Kamloops
Aurora

Saw Holdings Ltd.

Seastone IP

Barry Shaw

Manju Singh & Family

Stites Consulting Inc.

Trial Lawyers Association
of BC

TRU Faculty Association

TRU Open Learning Faculty
Association

True North Veterinary
Diagnostics Inc.

Brian & Linda Turner

Vantage Airport Group Ltd.

Victoria Foundation - The
Patterson Family

Volkswagen of Kamloops

Neil Woolliams & Family

$1,000-$4,999

Anonymous (2)

Aberdeen Mall Kamloops

Acumen Law Corporation

Mark & Christine Adam

Tom Adkin

Air North

Alexander Holburn Beaudin +
Lang LLP

Andrew Sheret Ltd.

Armstrong Family Foundation

Arrow Transportation
Systems Inc.

Stan Bailly Family

Dr. Chinnama Baines

Baker Newby LLP

Jeanine Ball

Mr. Justice Kenneth Ball &
Sarah Jane Ball

BC Interior Community
Foundation

BC Lung Foundation

BC Northern Real Estate
Board

BC Veterinary Technologists
Association

Beamac Installations Ltd.

Stanley Bennett & Patricia
Behe

Gail Berg

Robert & Patricia Biblow

Dr. Stella Black

Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP

Bradley Bostock

Cody Bostock

Dr. Christine Bovis-Cnossen &
Professor Christopher Bovis

James & Evelyn Bowersock

Brandon University Bobcats

Dr. Sharon Brewer & Kevin
O'Neil

Dr. Richard Brewster

Bridgeport The Floor
Store Ltd.

Brush and Shine

Campbell & Schreurs
Chartered Professional
Accountants Inc.

Canada Beef

Canadian Institute of Mining,
Metallurgy & Petroleum

Canadian Iron Steel and
Industrial Workers Union #2

Canadian Professional Meat
Cutter's Association

Frank Caputo & Odette
Dempsey-Caputo

Cariboo Chevrolet Buick
GMC Ltd.

Joseph & Kaleena Carriere

Kim Cassar Torreggiani

Central Okanagan Foundation

Trudy Chatwin

Chemo RV

Circle CRM Group

Clark Wilson LLP

Cloverdale Paint

Colliers Project Leaders Inc.

Community Futures
Thompson Country

Donna-Lee Conner

The Continuing Legal
Education Society of
British Columbia

Crabtree Law

Credit Union Central of BC

Canadian Union of Public
Employees Local 3500

D&L Environmental Ltd.

Don Dalgleish

Brian Daly

Dawson International Truck
Centres

Irwin DeVries

Ambo Dhaliwal

Drs. Tom Dickinson & Nancy
Flood

Donich Law Professional
Corporation

John Dumesnil

The Ed Coates Memorial
Foundation

Edwards, Kenny & Bray LLP

Greg Elgert

Engineers and Geoscientists
British Columbia South
Central Branch

Fred & Mary-Jane Engstrom

Estsék’ Environmental
Services LLP

Dr. Brett & Norma Fairbairn

Bill & Minette Fawcett

Frederick Fawcett

Jeff Severns & Anita Fawcett

Lorraine Fawcett-Grills

Fidelity Investments
Canada Ltd.

Lance & Judith Finch

Forward Law LLP

Bill & Alana Frymire

Steve Gabor

The Game Family

Candis Garant

John & Penny Gardner

Dr. William & Nancy Garrett-
Petts

Don Garrish

Greg Garrish

Tara Geiger

Traci Geremia

Dr. Bas & Shankaramma
Gowd

Adina Gray

Great West Equipment

Guild Yule LLP

Dr. Jeff Guthrie

Reid & Lori Hamer-Jackson

Harper Grey LLP

Harris & Company LLP

Lynne Harrison

Heavy Iron Inc

Rick & Sandi Heney

Drs. Michael Henry & Jane
Hewes

Mike & Nancy Hill

Hot Nite in the City Society

HPF Engineering Ltd.

Insolvency Institute of Canada

Karen Irving

J.A. Stewart Enterprises

Jack & Sylvia Gin Foundation

Dr. Colin & Kathryn James

Lauren Jensen

Rajiv Jhangiani

JT Equipment Corp

Kamloops & District Fish and
Game Association

Kamloops Bar Association

Kamloops Beach Volleyball
Club

Kamloops Exploration Group
Society

Kamloops Freemasons Lodge
No. 10

Kamloops Honda

Kamloops Mazda

Kamloops Paddlewheelers
Lions Club

Kamloops United Church

Alan Kerr

Setareh Khasha

Kiwanis Club of Kamloops

Sylvia Knarr

Aaron Krausert

Wendy Krauza

Myrissa Krenzler

KSW Lawyers

Roberta Kvan

Kwantlen Polytechnic
University

Dr. Terry & Lisa Lake

Brian Lamb

David Langevin

Larry Leonard

Dave Lewis

Mike Lewis

Dr. Richard Lewis

The Maarhuis Family

MacLean Law

Mainland Sleep
Diagnostics Ltd.

Malaspina Ridge Enterprises

Mr. Justice Len Marchand Jr.
& Laurie Marchand

Market Place Leaders

Bruce Martin

James McCreath Family

Dr. Elspeth M. McDougall
Foundation

Cody McGinnis

Diane McKelvey

Meadow Valley Meats

Rod Michell

Mike Wiegele Helicopter
Skiing

Dr. Jack & Verna Miller

Miller Titerle + Company

Matt & Heidi Milovick

Minerva Foundation for
BC Women

Molycop Canada

Ken Monroe

Mountain Side
Earthworks Ltd.

Wesley Mueller & Dorys
Crespin-Mueller

Paul Mumford & Lindsay
Holmes



Nestle Purina PetCare
Canada

Norton Rose Fulbright
Canada LLP

O.A.P.O. Branch 93

Oll Ownership
Identification Inc.

Ken & Arlene Olynyk

Pacesetter Equipment Ltd.

Drs. Gautam & Krishna Parghi

Margaret Patten

Paul & Company

PC Oil Field

Pink Mountain Imports

Baldev Pooni

Progressive Rubber
Industries Inc.

Provincial Court Judges'
Association of BC

Purity Feed Co. 2003 Ltd.

Pylarinos Family

R.R. Smith Community Fund

Rally Pointe Volleyball
Complex

Reliable Septic Services Inc

Resource Connector North

Richards Buell Sutton LLP

Danny & Shannon Rink

Rob Steep Slope Systems Inc.

Dr. Jeanette & lan Robertson

Roper Greyell LLP

Jamie Rose

Brian & Anne Ross

Rotary Club of Kamloops West

Rotary Club of Williams Lake

Lori Roy

Royal Columbian Hospital
Foundation

Russell Investments

Susan Safford

Sage Sport Institute

George Salmaniw

Melissa Schuurman

Anne-Marie Scott

Scottish Rite Masonry, Lodge
of Perfection, Kamloops BC

Shing & Larrigan Professional
Corporation

Nikta Shirazian

Terry & Lanni Shupe

Shuswap Naturalist Club

Dr. Terry & Sharon Simpson

Janna Sinclair

Societa Cristoforo Colombo

Spa:th Strategies

Sparkling Hill Resort

Spectrum Equipment

St. Ann's Academy

Dr. Colleen Stainton

Stantec Architecture Ltd.

Society of Trust & Estate
Practitioners (Canada)

Chrystie Stewart

George Stewart & Lori Ottem

Stikeman Elliot LLP

Stuffers Supply Company

James Sudhoff

Sugden, McFee & Roos LLP

Surerus Murphy Joint Venture

Dr. Gordon Tarzwell

Dylan Taylor

Tenisci Piva LLP

Terra Timber Inc.

Thompson Okanagan
Tourism Association

Thorsteinssons LLP

Tolko Industries - WL/
Lakeview

Jim & Lynne Totten

Trans Mountain Corp.

Triton Environmental
Consultants Ltd.

Lyle & Linda Trowski

Leslie Tucker

The Tunneling Company Inc.

U District Liquor Stores Inc.

Valley First Credit Union

Vancouver Volleyball
League LTD

VetStrategy

Voyager RV Centre

Jordan Walliser

Christopher & Diane Wells

White Water
Management Ltd.

Williams Lake Lions Club

Michael & Jane Wolfram

Steve & Jing Wong

Woodward & Company
Lawyers LLP

Charlie Wyse

$250-$999

Anonymous (2)

0409 Holding Ltd.

Peter & Barbara Aarestad

Marianna Abutalipova

Dr. Dennis Acreman &
Evangelista Pappas

Ryan Adkin

Jasmin Ahmad

Alayuk Adventures

Allteck Limited Partnership

Tory Anchikoski

Renée Anderson

Rob & Lucille Anderson

Rosemary Anderson

Zachary Anderson

Dr. Robert Androkovich

Gerald Antoniak

Dmytro Antonovych

John Antulov

Arkells Music (2017) Inc.

Philip & Melissa Arkinstall

Brent & Kari Ashby

Aspen Planers Ltd.

Curtis Atkinson

Jaime Ault

Craig Bailey

Amandeep Bajwa

Bannister Automotive Group

Robert & Elizabeth Barlow

Tony Bates

BC General Services
Employees Union

BC Society of Respiratory
Therapists

Suzy Beckner

Sean & Lorianna Bennett

Besanger Law

bingham + hill architects

Birchcliff Energy Ltd.

John Blachford

Kimberly Blaney

Steve Boivin

Brandon Bobcats Volleyball

Charlie Bringloe

James Britton

Tim Brown

Courtney Bruin

Noeleen Bunney

Cara Cadre

CALAS-Pacific Chapter

Mel & Anne Campbell

Gwen Campbell-McArthur

Can Com Internet Inc

Canoe Financial

Starr & Gayle Carson

Dr. Ron & Maureen Chale

Trevor Chandler

Elizabeth Charles

Heather Chase

Monica Cheng

Ross Collver

Allan Connor

Derek Cook

Trisha Cooper

Jason & Geralyn Cormack

Corporate Traveller

Raymond Cox

Culture Care Landscaping

Frederick Cunningham &
Helen Birdsall

Camilla Dahl

Allison Dalgleish

Corey Darling & Dana Brown

Lori & Robert de Frias

Corey De La Mare

Dr. Yasmin Dean

Michael Dedels

Sandra Dever

Tim Dobbert

Joe Dobson & Naowarat
Cheeptham

Hali Drezet

Christina Duquette

Dawn Ebata

Rudi Eiter & Leni Reichor

Alistair & Cathleen Elliot

Catherine Embree

Chad & Erika Everson
Fairmont Vancouver Airport
Rob & Eileen Farrow
Forrest & Char Fentress
Jonathan Fershau

Finnie Hunka LLP

Lynda Fisher

Grayden & Sangita Flanagan
Reg Foot

Giulia Forsythe

Scott & Louise Frymire
Mary Fus

Danny Geremia

Sarah Gibson

Tatiana Gilbert

Rev. Jane Deborah Gingrich
Elaine Godwin

Mark Goldberg

Dr. Louis Gosselin

Clayton Gray

Erica Gray

Randy Grundmann

Lorne Gulliford

Hamilton Smash Volleyball
Club

Bradley Harasymchuk

Michelle Harrison

Jenni Hayman

Dian Henderson

Nicole Hennelly

Roger & Linda Hicks

Hills of Peace Lutheran
Church

Hill's Pet Nutrition Canada Inc.

Thomas Hoffman & Wendy
Lonson-Hoffman

Collin Hollas

Barbara Hollingshead

Peter Holmgren & Adrienne
Murphy

Ken Holmstrom

Holy Trinity Ukrainian
Catholic Church

James & Laurie Horne

Suann Hosie

Carol Huddart

John Hull

Martti Huttunen

Dr. Heidi Huttunen-Hennelly
& Pat Hennelly

I.T. Falling Ltd.

Larry lles & Mary Harber

IMC Integra Mortgage Corp.

Interior Whitewater
Expeditions Ltd.

Melissa Jakubec

Edward Jensen

Jeremy Jensen

Jesstay Enterprises Inc.

David Johnson

Dr. Shelly Johnson

Byron & Lindsay Jones

K Spin

Kamloops Golf & Country
Club

Kamloops Pickleball Club

Kamloops Thompson Retired
Teachers' Club

Graham Kay

Master Jennifer Keim

Barbara Kern

Nathan & Patti Kern

Sharon Kika

Dawn Kilkenny Rocheleau

Don Klancher

Linda Komori

Oleksandr Kondrashov

Sanjay Kosmadia

Dr. Laura Lamb

Gerry Lampreau

Reta Langlands

Christine LeClair

Scott Leslie

Alan Levine

Connie Levine

Lavona Liggins

Live Nation Inc.

Sue Loedel

Michele Logan

Michael Looney

Dr. Tyler Lowey

Cheryl Lyall

Dr. David & Maria MaclIntosh

Heather MacLeod

Alan Madley

Cindy Maichin

Gary & Diana Major

Keith Major

Sheila Maligaspe

David & Penny Marr

Dr. Nathan & Marie Matthew

Nicole Matthew

Tina Matthew

Dr. Leigh Matthews

Ron McColl

Tony McCrory

Maureen McCurdy

Dr. Richard McCutcheon &
Tamara Fleming

Rory McGreal

Dr. Sean McGuinness

Dustin & Heather Mclintyre

Tom & Bonnie Mclnulty

Dawne McNaught

Dr. Kathryn McNaughton &
Paul Wolf

Kelly Melnyk

Daleen Millard

Christine Miller

Michael Minions

Rick & Karen Moore

Moorsaic Strategic
Services Inc.

Dr. Peter & Jennifer Murphy
Erin Mutch
Donald Nelson

Mark Nielsen

Heather Noyes

Oakville Thunder Volleyball
Club

Michael & Melissa Oatway

John & Daniela O'Fee

Colin & Mab Oloman

Ron & Susan Olynyk

Murray & Patricia Owen

Mark Paetkau

Patricia C. Parker

Michael Paskevicius

Eileen Patel

Kandarp Patel

John Pickrem

Picton Mahoney Asset
Management

Pier Law & Mediation

Gary Poignant

Makena Poresky

David Porter

Stephen Pottle

Paula Presta

Megan Prins

Charleen Proznick

Saeed Rahmati

Al Raine & Nancy Greene
Raine

Yahya Rashid

Surinderpal Singh Rathor

RBC Wealth Management

Scott & Tara Reeves

Steve & Niki Remesz

Elizabeth Rennie

Steve Ross

Royal Canin

RP Investment Advisors

John Salvatore

Dr. Monica Sanchez-Flores

Madam Justice Mary
Saunders

Don & Carman-Anne Schulz

Wolfram & Patricia Sellmer

Mateen Shaikh

Heather Shannon

Kim Sharpe

David & Kathy Sheets

Jon Shephard

Craig Sherwood

Evan Sherwood

Tyson Shiyuk

Kathy Sinclair

Samuel Singer

Nicole Singular

Earl & Marcia Skaarup

Tracey Smillie

Dr. Peter Smoczynski

Carol Sparkes

John Sparks

Ross Spina

Dr. Rani & Rajiv Srivastava

George Stevens

Patrick Stevens

Lisa Stewart

Lois Stockton

David Stoltze

Jacqueline Strom

Style In Form

Jared & Maeghan Summers

Summit Eyecare Centre

Wendy Svab

T R Underwood Engineering
Ltd.

T2 Volleyball Inc

Colin Taylor

Mark & Lyn Temple

Katie Thom

Kylie Thomas

Daniel Thompson

Thompson Nicola BCASW

TopTable Restaurant Group

Nicole Tougas

Tourism Kamloops

TRU School of Nursing

TRUE Consulting Group

Dr. Peter Tsigaris & Lian
Dumouchel

Aniljit Uppal

Vancouver Opera

Dylan VanSpankeren

Vayu Aviation

Fred Vellekoop

Donna Vernon

Eric & Hilary Villeneuve

Dr. Shannon Wagner &
Norm Price

Thundersky Walkingbear

Mark & Ann Wallin

Dr. Thomas George Walton

Waratah Capital Advisors Ltd.

Audrey Watters

Wendy Watters

James & Barbara Wentworth

George Weremczuk

Juliana West

Stuart Westie

Daniel Williams

Wayne & Karen Wingenbach

Mike & Heather Wisla

Bradley Young

Seungmin Yu

Dr. Cheryl Zawaduk

Mark & Kathleene Zhang

All efforts have been made to
ensure the accuracy of this
list. If an error or omission
has occurred, please call the
TRU Foundation office at
250-828-5264.



We offer many ways to
give. Choose the way
that's right for you.

Establish an award

Make a yearly donation or endow a fund in your
name or in memory

Support areas of need

Reach out to learn where funds are needed most

Leave a legacy

Including charitable giving in your estate planning
is easier than you think



TRU Foundation Board

Mackenzie Kanigan, President
Maureen McCurdy, Vice President, Treasurer
Greg Bay, Director

Kim Cassar Torreggiani, Associate Vice President,
Advancement

Tracy Christianson, Director
Dr. Jeffrey Grant Phillips, Director
Tom Hoffman, Director

Diana Major, Executive Director, Advancement and
TRU Foundation

Dr. Jack Miller, Director

Cindy Ozouf, Board of Governors Appointee
Morning-Star Peters, Director

Lori Ottem, Director

Ayla Salyn, Director

Manju Singh, Director

Contactus:

Kim Cassar Torreggiani,
Associate Vice President, Advancement

Diana Major,
Executive Director, Advancement

250-828-5264

805 TRU Way, Kamloops BC V2C 0C8
giving@tru.ca

tru.ca/giving
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