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“We’re working with others to strengthen our 
communities and ensure a post-secondary 
education remains accessible to all who seek it.”
—Brett Fairbairn, TRU President and Vice-Chancellor
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS  
IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY

The last three years brought events unlike many 
of us have ever experienced.

In the midst of the continuing COVID-19 
pandemic, confirmation from our neighbours 
at Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc of the unmarked 
graves of 215 children reverberated around 
the world. With TRU students, staff and faculty 
directly affected, our campuses took the  
news hard. 

Summer brought a deadly heat dome. Wildfires 
burned across our region, including within 
the city of Kamloops. The destruction of the 
town of Lytton affected the TRU community, 
too, as did the atmospheric rivers that led 
to horrific flooding and sudden loss of major 
transportation routes.

Months of isolation dragged on with the 
emergence of Delta and Omicron variants. 
Continuing public health measures restricted 

learning, social gatherings and events, including 
another year of convocation. 

This past February, Russia invaded Ukraine.

Thankfully, bright spots shone through  
the darkness. 

Our university — at both the institutional 
and personal levels — has taken on a 
renewed commitment to work towards truth, 
reconciliation and indigenization. 

We continue to work to eliminate achievement 
gaps and support students of all backgrounds 
to access and succeed in higher education.

TRU was thrilled to welcome students, faculty 
and staff back to both campuses in fall 2021, and 
with it a sense of community and solidarity.

In February, the first faculty or school at TRU to 
be named after someone was announced: the 
Bob Gaglardi School of Business and Economics.

We hope the stories among these pages will 
offer a fresh sense of hope.

Today, our world is experiencing an unexpected 
chance at renewal. Institutions like TRU 
are instrumental in ensuring that what 
follows serves the broad needs of all in our 
communities. Our donors are helping students 
find their passions — redefining what it  
means to make a difference and furthering  
the education of the next problem-solvers  
and trailblazers.  

Every donation begins with a story. Thank you 
for sharing yours with us. As a TRU supporter, 
you make the difference in the lives of the 
students in these pages, and so many more. 

For your generosity and partnership, TRU says 
thank you. Kukwstsétsemc. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE  
TRU PRESIDENT AND VICE-CHANCELLOR

Brett Fairbairn, TRU President  
and Vice-Chancellor

The last two years have been challenging. Many 
of us have suffered financially, emotionally and 
physically through 2020 and 2021. But there is 
hope. Today, the world is entering a new phase. 
Many are asking what is needed to help our 
communities gain back measures of what  
was lost.

Recovery is needed and, while portions of our 
society will bounce back quickly, others might 
need help to get on the right track. We need 
recovery to be inclusive to ensure our “new 
normal” — whatever that will look like — brings 
everyone along. Institutions like Thompson 
Rivers University will be instrumental in 
ensuring that what follows serves the broad 
needs of all in our communities.

Education is about people transforming hope 
into real-world potential. Students envision 
themselves and their futures and choose 
education as a transformative process. People 
will drive the recovery. And, as an open, 
accessible and inclusive university, TRU will help 
them prepare for that. 

Universities are a vital societal resource with 
the ability and capacity to provide leadership 
and support across many areas. Thompson 
Rivers University looks forward to being a 

crucial part of our collective effort towards 
recovery. Guided by the Secwépemc concept 
of Kw’seltktnéws (we are all related and 
interconnected with nature, each other and 
all things), this means working with others to 
strengthen our communities and ensuring a 
post-secondary education remains accessible 
to all who seek it.

We are deeply grateful for the individuals, 
organizations and businesses that are helping 
students improve their futures. Thank you to 
the members of the TRU Foundation board who 
work to support education. Our university is 
fortunate to be supported by the generosity of 
donors and volunteers. It’s only with your help 
that we can achieve a recovery that is equitable, 
inclusive and sustainable.

We are grateful for your support.

 

TRU President and Vice-Chancellor



The TRU Foundation exists for one purpose, 
and one purpose only: to raise funds for TRU 
students. Those funds reach students through 
scholarships and bursaries, university programs, 
research initiatives and capital projects on 
campus. All the funds we raise improve the 
learning experience and make quality  
post-secondary education accessible to as 
many people as possible. 

Despite external circumstances, our TRU 
donors once again outdid themselves. In 
2021-22, the TRU Foundation distributed 
awards totalling over $1.9 million to students, 
more money than ever before. Today, the TRU 
Foundation’s student assistance endowment 
sits at nearly $32 million and growing, funding 
awards, scholarships and bursaries. And it’s all 
because of generous donors like you. 

Though your own reasons for giving are 
undoubtedly unique and reflect your own life 
experiences, the collective outcome is the 
same. You are creating a brighter future for TRU 
students, the leaders of tomorrow. 

An investment in education is an investment 
in your community. Thank you to all the donors 
who support education, to the members of 
the TRU Foundation board of directors for 
their leadership, and to the hardworking TRU 
Advancement staff who continue to advance 
philanthropy at TRU.

Sincerely,

 

TRU Foundation President 

A MESSAGE FROM THE  
TRU FOUNDATION PRESIDENT

Brad Bennett, TRU 
Foundation President

TRU Foundation Board
Brad Bennett, President
Richard Heney,  
Vice-President
Mackenzie Kanigan, 
Treasurer
John Sparks, Secretary
Brian Daly, VP, 
University Relations; 
Director
Tracy Christianson, 
Board of Governors 
Appointee
Kim Cassar Torreggiani, 
CEO; Ex-Officio

Marie Baptiste, Director
Tom Hoffman, Director
Maureen McCurdy, 
Director
Jack Miller, Director
Lori Ottem, Director
Vicci Ryan, Director
Manju Singh, Director

TRU Philanthropy Contacts 
Kim Cassar Torreggiani, 
Associate Vice 
President, Advancement 
Alisa Coquet, Executive 
Director of Development 
Bob Gaglardi School of 
Business and Economics 
and TRU World
Barbara Tolevski, 
Director of Development 
Faculty of Science
Bradley Bostock, 
Director of Development  
Indigenous Education; 
Faculty of Arts; Faculty 
of Education and  
Social Work; Library; 
School of Nursing and 
Respiratory Therapy

Diana Major, Director of 
Development 
Annual Giving and 
Advancement Services
Geralyn Cormack, 
Director of Development 
School of Trades and 
Technology; Williams 
Lake Campus; Faculty 
of Adventure Studies, 
Culinary Arts and 
Tourism; Athletics
Nena Jocic-Andrejevic, 
Director of Development 
Planned Giving and 
Stewardship
Sarah Sandholm, 
Director of Development 
Faculty of Law
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Veterinary Technology Students at TRU
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OUR YEAR AT A GLANCE

Return to Campus
After more than a year of virtual classes in accordance with public health measures, students 
returned to TRU campuses on Sept. 7, 2021.

Disaster  
Relief Fund

Day of GivingDollars  
for Scholars

TRUly United Fund-A-Need

The Disaster Relief 
Fund was established 
to help current and 
future students 
impacted by climate-
related disasters. Last 
summer, residents of 
Lytton, Monte Lake, 
Merritt and more 
lost their homes to 
wildfires, extreme 
heat and flooding. 
Our goal is to assist 
displaced students 
with tuition, housing 
and other costs.

$11,680 was given 
during the Dollars for 
Scholars 50/50 raffle 
in support of Williams 
Lake bursaries and 
the ICCHA Wish 
Nursing Bursary. Half 
went to students and 
half went to two  
lucky winners. 

430+ TRU staff and 
faculty gave to this 
annual internal 
campaign, donating 
over $92,000 to 
support the TRU 
Foundation and 
United Way toward 
helping people in our 
community pursue an 
education. Because 
of COVID-19 and the 
inability to hold on-
campus events, many 
departments came up 
with new and creative 
ways to raise money. 

Day of Giving 
raised $39,652 from 
March 17–18. Over 
$10,000 was raised 
for the World Relief 
Fund, supporting 
emergency funding 
for international 
students impacted 
by the war in Ukraine, 
with the remainder 
going toward cat 
kennels for the Vet 
Tech program and to 
ongoing scholarships, 
bursaries and awards. 

Although the 
Foundation’s annual 
fundraising Gala was 
cancelled due to 
public health orders, 
Fund-A-Need moved 
ahead with a goal 
to raise $100,000 to 
purchase horse and 
cow simulators for 
Veterinary Technology 
students. Twenty-
three donors helped 
us nearly double our 
goal, raising over 
$180,000.

$
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2021–22 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Support for 
Students 

$1,938,211
Buildings and 

Equipment 
$567,678

Research 
$82,200 

Department 
Initiatives 
$800,188 

Gifts in Kind 
$232,445

DISBURSEMENTS 

$3,620,722  
TOTAL

Alumni 
$304,818

Corporations 
$1,247,842

Foundations 
$899,892 

Individuals 
$1,316,177 

GIVING BY 
CATEGORY 

 
$3,768,729 

TOTAL

$3,768,729  
Total Funds Raised

$127,184  
Operating Expenses

1,122 
students received  
donor-funded awards

$12.29 million  
in additional pledges

Figures based on March 31, 2022 unaudited financial statements.
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Financial assistance in the face of war
When 21-year-old Kateryna Tretiakova left her 
home in Kyiv, Ukraine to attend TRU four years 
ago, she thought she’d never look back. She said 
goodbye to family and friends and embraced her 
new culture. 

“My mom went to Canada years ago and when 
she came home she told me, ‘That country is 
made for you,’” says Kateryna. “She was right. 
Everything here makes sense to me — the 
society, how people behave and talk, the work 
structure, everything.”

A math lover since the age of nine, she threw 
herself into pursuing a Bachelor of Science in 
honours mathematics while volunteering with 
the TRU Math Club and working two part-
time jobs. She organized math contests while 
pursuing research opportunities and attending 
conferences. Life was hectic, but Kateryna  
was managing. Then, in an instant,  
everything changed. 

“I was so busy and then the war happened. No 
one expected it. No one was prepared for it,”  
she says.

Kateryna’s concern immediately pivoted from 
student life to the safety of her mother Olena 
and brother Oleh, 16, living in Kyiv. 

“To get them from the capital was hard — 
stressful,” she says. 

The duo safely arrived in Poland, but processing 
Oleh’s passport took more time than expected. 

It wasn’t until June that mother and son arrived 
in Kamloops. For Kateryna, getting them settled 
comes with many stressors and adjustments, 
but at least they are safe. 

“Now I can focus back on my math,” she says, 
adding that after she receives her degree, she 
plans to pursue graduate studies with a goal of 
becoming a university or high school teacher. 

At the same time Kateryna was worrying 
about her family’s safety in Ukraine, 
she also faced financial woes. As an 
international student with no financial 
support from family, she’s always relied 
on hard work and a solid plan. Receiving 
the Dr. Sherman Jen Scholarship for 
Science came at exactly the right time.

“The scholarship helped a lot,” she says. “At that 
moment I was trying to make a plan and figure 
out how to pay my fees and attend conferences. 
It was close and I don’t like (my budget) to be 
that close.” 

Thanks to the generosity of donors, Kateryna 
was able to pay her tuition, attend multiple 
conferences in her field of study and greatly 
reduce her mental strain.  

PHILANTHROPY MATTERS FOR STUDENT SUCCESS
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From Kenya to Kamloops: pre-med and beyond
If it wasn’t for a couple of neighbours, TRU 
student and WolfPack Men’s Basketball team 
member Richard Mageto might never have 
found his sport — or his path at TRU.

Growing up in Nairobi, Kenya, Mageto did track 
and field and played soccer. At the age of nine, 
he and his family moved to Surrey, BC.

“My neighbour was always playing basketball 
outside and I’d go out there and play against 
him,” Mageto says. “He’d destroy me every single 
time. And I’d get so frustrated, I was like, ‘I gotta 
keep practising, I gotta keep trying.’” 

He practised with a soccer ball because it was 
all he had. One day, another neighbour pulled 
up in his car while the young Mageto was 
practising and offered him a basketball as a gift. 

“From there, my love for the game grew.”

Athletics is only one aspect of Mageto’s 
university career. He’s also a fifth-year chemical 
biology student who plans to become an 
orthopedic physician. He received a research 
grant last year to study the effects of heavy 
metals on salmon and human health. And in his 
spare time, he volunteers with and fundraises 
for the Special Olympics.

In his four years at TRU, Mageto has also won 
a host of awards. He’s a two-time recipient of 
the Alvin and Lydia Grunert Undergraduate 
Scholarship and has received support from 
the TRU WolfPack Athletic Fund, TRU Men’s 
Basketball Fund, the Kim Dalin Memorial 

Athletic Award and the Joyce Family Foundation 
First Generation Bursary. Last year he received 
the Pat O’Brien Award; he’s also received the 
Cliff Neufeld Leadership Award, given to a 
student who embodies athletic performance, 
academic achievement and leadership/
community service.

How does he balance it all? “The way to find joy 
in a heavy workload is to do what you enjoy,” 
he says. “I like the academic side of it, I like 
basketball, I like helping out in the community, 
so it makes it not so burdensome.”

Financial support has been a big help,  
Mageto says.

“I wouldn’t have been able to do 
everything I’m doing if it wasn’t for 
(the awards) — I’d probably have to 
be working as well. In my eyes, it’s 
helped me spend more of my time (on 
my education), and it’s helped me give 
back to my Kamloops community. It just 
makes me feel eternally grateful.”

While the secret to Mageto’s success could 
be his multiple talents, it’s clear his attitude is 
a factor, too. “I know I’m not in debt to these 
donors, but in essence I feel like I am,” he 
says. “I have an obligation to do my very best if 
someone is investing in me in this way.”
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Flood evacuee receives tuition help
A letter from Danika Potter, recipient of the RBC Women in Trades Training Learning Success Bursary:

I am from Merritt, BC, and am enrolled in the 
Horticulture Certificate program at TRU. I do the 
daily commute to school from Merritt. It takes 
about 45 minutes and most mornings, I get to 
catch a killer sunrise. 

On Nov. 15, 2021, my boyfriend and I were 
evacuated from our home on Coldwater Ave. 
due to flooding. Our entire town was displaced 
— everyone was sitting on the edge of their 
seats as we eagerly awaited the green light to go 
back and check on our homes.  

Phase by phase, our city let residents return 
home as it was safe; much of the town 
thankfully was untouched by the flood waters 
and was able to go back to their houses once 
the city’s water and sewage stations were fixed. 

We were not so fortunate. The flood left our 
home unlivable and most of our belongings 
destroyed. November and December were 
very hard months. The grief we feel isn’t even 
about the things, but it’s a strange feeling to 
suddenly have no clue what is coming next. I do 
realize that this is the reality for so many people 
every day; this event has opened my eyes to 
my privilege. I hope that these struggles I have 
experienced over the past couple months will 
allow me to be more compassionate, generous 
and kind to those who live less fortunately  
than me. 

On Dec. 8, I was in my home for the week, 
room 110 at the Holiday Inn, studying for 
finals when I received an email that I was 
the recipient of a financial award. By now, 
three and a half weeks after evacuation, 
I was surviving off emergency supports, 
caffeine and adrenalin rushes. This award 
could not have come at a better time, 
not only when I needed the money but 
also when I needed something to feel 
happy and proud about. I also wasn’t 
able to work after being displaced, and 
the award covered the remainder of my 
tuition payment.

My pipe dream is to buy land and establish an 
extensive fruit and vegetable production farm. 
I love to be outside and would love to spend 
my working days connecting with the land. I 
imagine being settled and in a position to offer 
opportunities to other people that will allow 
them to get closer to their goals, and to make 
choices they’re proud of. 

I hope that you know how much of a difference 
you make with your contributions to students.

Thank you.
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Bob Gaglardi School of Business  
and Economics unveiled
The newly named Bob Gaglardi School 
of Business and Economics honours a 
Canadian entrepreneur and philanthropist 
with deep Kamloops roots and a family 
legacy grounded in community service. 
Unveiled on Feb. 17, this is the first 
faculty or school to be named at TRU and 
represents the qualities Gaglardi himself 
values: personal integrity, hard work, strong 
ethics, innovative thinking and the ability to 
face and overcome challenges. 

With support from Bob Gaglardi’s company, 
Northland Properties, the Gaglardi family 
has donated $10 million to TRU to support 
future construction of an academic 
building for business studies. Together, 
TRU and Bob Gaglardi champion a game-
changing business education in the heart 
of the BC Interior.

The Bob Gaglardi School of Business and 
Economics aspires to be the school of 
business that connects the BC Interior 
to the world through experiential 
education and high-quality research. 

Students from Canada and more than 
100 countries study business at TRU, and 
the Bob Gaglardi School of Business and 
Economics prepares regional, national and 
international learners to excel in both their 
workplaces and communities.

“This is the first time in TRU’s history that 
a faculty or school is being named. The 
impact associated with this donation 
extends beyond the monetary value and 
represents leadership for TRU,” says 
President and Vice-Chancellor Brett 
Fairbairn. “TRU strives to be a leader 
in diversity, a leader in community-
mindedness, a leader in curiosity and a 
leader in sustainability. The Bob Gaglardi 
School of Business and Economics 
champions that mission as one of our 
flagship faculties.”

PHILANTHROPY MATTERS  
FOR ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Bob Gaglardi (left) with Bob Gaglardi School of 
Business and Economics Dean Michael Henry at the 
Feb. 17 unveiling.
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Finance students bring idea to life 
TRU finance students Adam Burke and 
Jacob Lawrence had an idea for a trading 
lab for student learning. Their vision 
became reality last November with the 
official opening of TRU’s Raymond James 
Trading Lab, a purpose-built lab outfitted 
with sophisticated research and analysis 
software used for managing investments.

“We’re really excited to have concrete 
support from an industry player,” Burke 
said. “The new trading floor will provide TRU 
students the advantageous opportunity to 
practice with professional resources.”

Burke and Lawrence initially created the 
TRU Student Investment Fund (TRUSIF) in 
2019 with support from Raymond James, 
TRU and the Chartered Financial Analyst 
Society. Through TRUSIF, students manage 
a portfolio of Canadian and US equities, 
gaining valuable knowledge and skills 
in equity research, financial modeling, 
portfolio tracking, teamwork and public 
relations. With the opening of the trading 
lab, students now have a place to work. 

Paul Siluch of Raymond James (Canada) 
Ltd. has worked as a portfolio manager with 
TRU since 1993, when the institution was 
still Cariboo College. He has witnessed the 
enthusiasm expressed by students assigned 
the task of investing a small part of the 
university’s investment portfolio.  

“When these remarkable students came to 
us and said we have this idea for a portfolio 
management course, we thought, what a 

great way for all of us to win,” Siluch said.

Raymond James (Canada) Ltd. in 
partnership with FactSet — a financial data 
and software company — equipped the lab 
with a total contribution valued at more 
than $550,000. The gift provided five state-
of-the-art, dual-screen trading stations, a 
five-year commitment to equip the stations 
with industry software and training for 
students.

“We’re here because of the generosity 
and vision of Raymond James,” said Bob 
Gaglardi School of Business and Economics 
Dean Michael Henry. “We’re also here 
because we have some rock-star students 
who had a vision.” 

Adam Burke (left) and Jacob Lawrence (right).

About Bob Gaglardi 
Bob Gaglardi is the eldest son of Phil and 
Jennie Gaglardi, who were both influential in 
Kamloops. From them, Bob Gaglardi learned 
the importance of investing in community. 

Gaglardi lives and works in Vancouver, but 
still refers to Kamloops as home. When his 
four children talked about how they could 
give back to honour their father and all he has 
accomplished, they came back to the place 
that holds significant meaning for the family.

“Kamloops is a special place to my family but, 
most of all, to my father,” said Bob’s daughter 
Andrea Gaglardi, vice-president of corporate 
development at Northland. “It was important 
to us as a family to give these funds to 
TRU in support of the growth and future 
enrolment at their business school, while also 
continuing a legacy of contributing to the 
community that our family has long valued.” 

A portion of the Gaglardi family’s $10 million 
gift is designated for expanded programming, 
research initiatives and student financial 
support in business and economics.
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS FOR HONOURING TRUTH, 
RECONCILIATION AND RIGHTS

Indigenizing the 
justice system 
Walking across the stage at convocation is 
always special, but for TRU Law grad Darnel 
Tailfeathers, a Kainai Nation (Blood Tribe) 
member, the experience was unforgettable. 

Led by his grandfather Roger Hunt Sr., family 
members stepped up to perform an Indigenous 
honour song as Tailfeathers accepted his 
degree. Hunt called out Tailfeathers’ traditional 
name as their voices filled the room.

“There were some tears rolling down my face — 
it was so powerful,” says Tailfeathers. “As he was 
calling my name I could feel my ancestors were 
there with me.”

It was a compelling finale to a challenging, yet 
rewarding, period in the life of Tailfeathers, his 
partner Brittany Thomas, also a TRU student, 
and their two young children. The family moved 
to Kamloops from Alberta in 2019 to attend 
TRU, moved back when the pandemic forced 
the closure of campus and then returned as in-
person learning resumed. All that moving took a 
toll on the family finances, so when Tailfeathers 
received the Acumen Law Award and a Keith 
and Robbin Bracken Law Emergency Award, he 
was incredibly appreciative.

TRU Law graduate Darnel Tailfeathers (centre) with family members at convocation.
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“The extra support was a huge assistance to my 
family in helping us move back to Kamloops,” 
Tailfeathers says. 

Tailfeathers plans to put all the support he has 
received to good use. From his first days as a 
university student taking an Indigenous studies 
class to opening his acceptance letter to law 
school at TRU and receiving the awards that 
would help propel him to the finish line, he has 
always been committed to giving back. 

“The Tailfeathers are very educated 
people, but there has never been a 
lawyer in the family — no one has been 
down this road before,” he says. “I want 
to be able to open doors, not only in my 
family but for other Indigenous youth. 
I want to let them know that anything  
is possible.”

As part of his commitment to opening doors, 
Tailfeathers has a vision to help reduce the 
disproportionately high levels of Indigenous 
peoples in the Canadian justice system. The 

idea took on a whole new life when Tailfeathers 
and classmate Nicholas Todd began discussing 
projects for a course. They talked about 
creating an app that would address the need 
for an expedited resource for criminal defense 
lawyers representing Indigenous clients to 
use in sentencing hearings. Soon, the Gladue 
Submissions Assistant, now named Four Justice 
Services app, was born. 

The Gladue report came to being in 1999 
following the case of R v Gladue when the 
Supreme Court of Canada ruled that systemic 
and background circumstances unique to 
Indigenous clients must be considered during 
sentencing in a criminal trial. Since the decision, 
judges have directed that in order to assist in 
the sentencing of Indigenous offenders, pre-
sentencing reports must be prepared to assess 
the offender’s circumstances, also known as 
Gladue factors.

Tailfeathers, Todd and fellow students Zachary 
Halper, Hasleen Sanghera and Sean Macdonald 
developed their app for lawyers to use in 
sentencing and bail submissions in cases 
when it isn’t feasible to wait for a Gladue report 

to be drafted. It produces a draft sentencing 
submission tailored to the client’s Gladue 
factors. The group is still taking steps to bring 
the app to life. 

The app went on to win two awards, one 
locally and one internationally. In April 2022, 
six teams competed in the final round of the 
Iron Tech Lawyer Invitational, an international 
competition for student-made tech solutions 
that bridge the justice gap, hosted by 
Georgetown University in Washington, DC. 
Presenting their idea by Zoom, the group of TRU 
Law students took first place.

Tailfeathers is currently articling at an 
Indigenous law firm in Calgary and says he is 
confident he is on the right path. 

“I’m here to provide the best service I can, and I 
really am confident in what I am going to do,” he 
says. “It is my goal to help Indigenous people.” 
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS FOR RESEARCH

Renowned wildfire experts based at TRU
In June 2021, TRU and the Province of British 
Columbia announced Dr. Michael Flannigan 
as the new British Columbia Research Chair in 
Predictive Services, Emergency Management 
and Fire Science at TRU.

At the same time, an incoming TRU faculty 
member was granted a Canada Research 
Chair (CRC) in Fire Ecology. Dr. Jill Harvey is 
investigating how wildfires and drought impact 
forests in the BC Interior.

These appointments are particularly significant 
for Kamloops and the Interior region, as 
nationally and internationally renowned 
research is now taking place right here. Extreme 
weather events will increase in number and 
intensity in the coming years, which makes this 
research even more critical.

The work of the Interior Universities Research 
Council, which includes the University of 
Northern British Columbia and University 
of British Columbia Okanagan, helped make 
Flannigan’s appointment possible.

Flannigan is an award-winning researcher 
and leading expert on wildfire behaviour and 
landscape fire modelling. Flannigan’s research 
goals include developing methods to help 
predict when and where extreme fire weather 
may arise and exploring the development of 
early-warning wildfire notification systems.

He is working directly with BC Wildfire Service 
staff and emergency management agencies to 

address challenges related to predicting wildfire 
activity and behaviour, which will enhance their 
ability to prepare for and respond to wildfires in 
the province.

Flannigan said an average of 7,000 fires per year 
have occurred in Canada in the past decade. 
That results in an average of 2.5 million hectares 
burning annually — about half the size of  
Nova Scotia. 

“The wildfire landscape is becoming more 
challenging and demanding due to climate 
change, so I’m excited to help shape the future 
of wildfire prediction and analysis as part of a 
collective research effort,” said Flannigan.

Harvey said a warmer and drier climate has 
made wildfires in British Columbia more 
common. Her research studies the dynamics 
of past wildfire events in the central part of the 
province to understand how drought impacts 
the recovery of forests following wildfires.

“Understanding the connections between 
wildfire, drought and forest responses is crucial 
to protect natural resources and determine how 
British Columbia landscapes may change in the 
future,” said Harvey.

In addition to the Canada Research Chair, 
Harvey has received nearly $75,000 in funding 
from the Canada Foundation for Innovation 
that will support the development of the 
Fire and Forest Ecology Centre (FFEC). This 
centre is designed to advance research on the 

Dr. Michael Flannigan, BC Research 
Chair in Predictive Services, Emergency 
Management and Fire Science.

Dr. Jill Harvey, Canada Research  
Chair in Fire Ecology.
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Cooper Butchart, recipient of the Alex Drdul 
Memorial Bursary.

Fighting fires with an eye on prevention
“I am a first-year natural resource sciences 
student who grew up in Kamloops. I spend 
half of my year in Salmon Arm, where I 
am a wildland firefighter. I am extremely 
passionate about wildfire research, which 
is what brought me to TRU, after hearing 
about the incredible research funding  
that was invested by the province to  
the university. 

My goal is to understand how human 
engagement has affected the occurrence, 
severity and impact of wildfires on the 
environment and surrounding ecosystems. 
My passion for trees and other living 
material in our beautiful forests has been 
magnified by my studies in this program. 

Your assistance will allow me to devote 
more time pursuing a greater knowledge of 
my field of study in lieu of spending time at 
work. Thank you so much for your generous 
support of my education.”

 

ecological effects of fire and climate change 
on montane forests. The FFEC will enable the 
collection and processing of new field-based 
datasets to support innovative research 
activities. Laboratory infrastructure at 
TRU will be crucial in training students and 
disseminating research results.

The goal of Harvey’s research is to have 
better informed forest- and fire-management 
practices to improve the resilience of 
Canada’s forests. By using tree rings as well 
as forest and climate datasets, her research 
seeks to determine how often and severe 
wildfires were in the past, and to identify 
patterns of forest recovery after wildfires.

“I will examine historical wildfires, cultural 
legacies of Indigenous burning and how 
forests are recovering after recent wildfires. 
This research will provide important 
information to understand how forests and 
grasslands are changing over long periods of 
time,” she said.

The total cost of the BC Research Chair 
in Predictive Services, Emergency 
Management and Fire Science is $5 million, 
with $3.2 million contributed by the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development and 
$1.8 million from the Ministry of Advanced 
Education and Skills Training.
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Grad digs in to 
revitalize farming
Determined. Resilient. Passionate. Three words 
that describe Julia Morgan, a recent graduate of 
TRU’s Applied Sustainable Ranching program.

The program is based in Williams Lake, and 
is the first of its kind in Canada, providing 
graduates with a solid foundation in business 
and enterprise management as well as 
regenerative agriculture skills. Morgan was 
one of 11 presenters vying for the 2022 Cariboo 
GM Bull Pen Award, sponsored by long-time 
TRU donor Brian Garland. After presenting to a 
panel of six local experts at the event on May 26, 
Morgan was chosen as this year’s recipient of a 
$1,000 award. 

“Julia’s presentation was excellent. She was 
knowledgeable about her proposed business 
in terms of the cost to set it up, the market for 
her products and services and the sustainability 
of the (proposed) farm,” says Dallas Jasper, VP 
of Cariboo Auto Group and award panellist. 
“Julia has a real passion for this proposal and I 
genuinely hope she can make it a reality.”

Morgan has plans to operate JEM Farms, a 
regenerative farming operation that will include 
pasture-raised sheep and chickens as well as 
educational opportunities. 

PHILANTHROPY MATTERS FOR WILLIAMS LAKE

L-R: TRU Vice-President of University Relations Brian Daly; Applied Sustainable Ranching program 
coordinator Gillian Watt; and donor Brian Garland with Julia Morgan and her son Ethan.
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In addition to running the farm, Morgan plans 
to host educational programs, providing hands-
on experiences that highlight topics such as 
soil microbiology and the connection between 
food and health. Her interest in the connection 
between food and health stems from her search 
for answers to her son Ethan’s health challenges. 

In 2011, Morgan was a young executive living 
in Toronto when her son Ethan was born with 
severe health issues. As a single mother, she 
quickly realized her career was going to have to 
take a back seat to his health. 

Ethan has a chromosome disorder that effects 
his endocrine system and has life-threatening 
implications. When Morgan heard that living in a 
coastal climate could have a positive impact on 
Ethan’s health, the duo headed west. Since the 
move, Ethan has significantly reduced his need 
for asthma medication.  

Morgan has dedicated her life to finding a 
balance between advocating for her son 
while pursuing her own passions. As she has 
discovered along the way, both priorities often 
intersect. When she registered for the program at 
TRU, she found both the educational opportunity 
and support system she’d been searching for. 

“I signed up in 2019 while I was living at Ronald 
McDonald House,” said Morgan, adding that 
Ethan was in the midst of a health crisis at the 
time. “I needed some hope for the future and this 
program and TRU offered me that. The people in 
the program were a lifeline supporting me and 
helping me work toward a better future.”

Through the program, she says she developed 
a further passion for soil health and received all 
the tools necessary to run a regenerative farm.

“The program gives you a full understanding 
of running an operation, from animal health to 
creating a business plan,” she says, adding she 
is incredibly grateful to many people involved. 
“They were a light in a really dark time. I would 
like to thank Gillian Watt, Ty and Ingrid from 
Onward Ranch, Judy Reid from Williams Lake 
campus, the expert panel of the Bull Pen and all 
the staff at Williams Lake.”

Morgan also received the Bill Freding Memorial 
Award in 2020 and the Williams Lake TRU Grit 
Entrance Award in 2019 and 2020. 

With a supportive team behind her and a 
commitment to lifelong learning, Morgan  
is determined to find a beautiful space to raise 
her son, build a future and offer guidance 

to others carving a path through difficult 
circumstances.

“I hope that I can be an inspiration to other 
women, give them hope and show them  
that it’s possible to follow their dreams,”  
says Morgan. 

Did you know? More than 120 donors 
have contributed to the TRU Williams 
Lake campus cumulatively, representing 
$695,305.55 to date. Over 700 students 
have received support from these donors, 
in the form of 18 annual awards, 22 annual 
bursaries and five annual scholarships. In 
addition, volunteers with TRU Grit have 
given out another 90 student awards of 
their own.
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS  
FOR HONOURING LOVED ONES

Troylana (left) and Bart Manson (right) with son Levi on Aaron’s memorial bench.

Aaron Manson 
Endowment Established
Third-year BBA student Aaron Manson tragically passed 
away in April 2021 of an accidental overdose due to 
self-medicating. His parents, Troylana and Bart, wanted 
to give back to TRU, where both of their sons attended 
school. The family established the Aaron Manson “Be 
Brave” Endowment Fund in the fall of 2021 with the 
goal of supporting mental health and substance use 
awareness activities and programming for the TRU 
community, both on and off campus.

Other memorial awards created in 2021/22:

• Junko N. Ikebuchi Memorial Award

• EDSW 215+ Award

• In Memory of Jim Moore

• Sunita Mehta Memorial Women in Trades Award

• Lloyd Bennett Memorial Bursary

• Estella Legacy Endowment Award

• Maxine (Engstrom) Quigg  
Memorial Award

To create a memorial endowment or to donate in 
honour of someone, contact Diana Major, Director of 
Development, Annual Giving and Advancement Services 
at dmajor@tru.ca.
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PHILANTHROPY MATTERS FOR ALUMNI
Charter alum pays it forward  
four decades later
Mark Leriger De La Plante (Leriger) used 
his Cariboo College education to launch a 
successful four-decade career in the oil and gas 
industry. Now retired, he’s paying it forward for 
future students with a legacy gift.

After working with his father in the seismic field 
in Alberta and Saskatchewan, Leriger enrolled 
in marine biology at the University of Calgary. 
Three months in, he left school to work in Africa 
and the Arctic after his father passed away. Two 
years later, he decided to go back to school.

This time, he wanted an institution with a more 
intimate setting. He found it at Cariboo College 
(now TRU). “I enjoyed the smaller classes… 
with terrific professors, which led to some 
great discussions. Of course, the climate was 
incredible, too. Kamloops has so much to offer,” 
said Leriger.

Leriger eventually transferred to the University 
of Victoria, graduating with a double major in 
economics and marine biology.

Midway through his studies, Leriger considered 
going back to work, but a scholarship from 
PanCanadian Petroleum Ltd. convinced him to 
take one more year, with a job as a geophysicist 
waiting for him on the other side.

“The oil and gas industry was just beginning to 
boom back then and Jacques Cousteau wasn’t 
offering me any jobs at that point, so I finished 
up my degree and moved back to Calgary to 
resume my career in the oil and gas field,”  
said Leriger.

For the next 41 years, Leriger worked for several 
large oil and gas companies before starting his 
own consulting business for clients in Canada 
and around the world.

Leriger now resides in Victoria, BC, with a 
second home in Scottsdale, Ariz. He remains 
close with some of his former classmates and 
still owns property in Kamloops. Much of his life 
can be traced back to his decision to head west 
for college.

“Cariboo College was the best thing that ever 
happened to me,” said Leriger.

Now, he’s providing future students the same 
opportunity. In January, Leriger made a $50,000 
legacy gift to establish a bursary endowment to 
support students at TRU beyond his lifetime.

For information on planned giving, email 
foundation@tru.ca, call 250-828-5264, or  
visit tru.ca/foundation.

Alumni: stay in touch!  
For info on AlumNights, discounts and 
benefits, visit tru.ca/alumni, contact 
alumni@tru.ca or download the TRU 
Alumni app.
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$500,000–$999,999
Law Foundation of BC

$250,000–$499,999
Dr. Ken Lepin

$100,000–$249,999
Anonymous (1)
New Gold - New Afton Mine
RBC & RBC Foundation
Patricia & Wolfram Sellmer

$50,000–$99,999
Andrew Sheret Ltd.
ARH Healthcare Foundation
Associated Ginseng Growers 
of BC
BMO Financial Group
Dr. Mark & Ellen Brown
Tom LaFreniere &  
Donna Mellquist
Drs. Roland & Anne Neave  
& Family
Dr. Lloyd & Rae Nixon
Al & Bina Patel

$25,000–$49,999
Carl & Karen Abbott
Anonymous (7)
Hayley Bennett Ortner
The Chrystall Family

Economic Trust of the 
Southern Interior
Ford Canada
FortisBC
Kamloops Sports Legacy Fund
KPMG LLP & KPMG 
Foundation
Guy Mercier & Family
The Perry Family
Patricia Petley
Raymond James Canada Ltd.
TRU Students’ Union
Vancouver Foundation

$10,000–$24,999
Stanley Bennett & Patricia Behe
Brendan Shaw Real Estate Ltd.
CareCorp Seniors Services
CLAC
Drs. Paul Dagg & Carol Ward
Ebata Eye Care
Fiscal Realities Economists Ltd.
Darlene Freding
Brian & Muriel Garland
Dr. Bas & Shankaramma Gowd
Bruce & Theresa Gysel
IndoCan Links
JH Solar Systems Ltd.
Jennie Katzel
Kelson Group
Lawson Lundell LLP

Lohn Foundation
Lyons Landscaping Ltd.
MacLean Law
Bart & Troylana Manson
Dr. Rakesh Mehta Inc.
Native Northwest
Real Estate Foundation of BC
Rotary Club of Kamloops
Rotary Club of  
Kamloops Daybreak
Christine Sorenson
Eero Sorila
The Sprott Foundation
Stober Foundation
TB Vets Charitable Foundation
TRU Society of Law Students
Brian & Linda Turner
Volkswagen of Kamloops

$5,000–$9,999
Aberdeen Veterinary Hospital
Canadian Bar Association,  
BC Branch
CapriCMW Insurance
Harvey & Barbara Comazzetto
The Daley Family
Delta Kamloops
Drs. Tom Dickinson &  
Nancy Flood
Evening Auxiliary to Royal 
Inland Hospital

Exceed Electrical  
Engineering Ltd.
Forward Law LLP
Grant Thornton LLP
Hot Nite in the City Society
Houle Electric
IBEW Local 993
Kamloops Surgical Centre
Kamloops Wildlife Park Society
Allan & Catherine McNeely
Sherry Medlock
Muriel Morgan
Brad & Deirdre Morse
Tim Padmore
Ramesh Patel
Nick & Linda Rinaldi
Rotary Club of  
Kamloops Aurora
Rotary Club of Kamloops West
Scorpion Technologies
Dr. Alan Shaver
Paul & Sue Siluch
Manju Singh & Family
Smillie McAdams &  
Summerlin Ltd.
Deb Studer
Tourism Kamloops
TRU Faculty Association
TRU Open Learning  
Faculty Association
Neil Woolliams & Family

All efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of this list. If an error or omission has occurred, 
please call the TRU Foundation office at 250-828-5264.

2021-2022 SUPPORTERS
THANK YOU  
to these donors who have made contributions this year. 
(April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022)

$1,000–$4,999
Aberdeen Mall Kamloops
Tom Adkin
Dr. Airini & Brandon Williams
Alexander Holburn Beaudin + 
Lang LLP
Anderson Haak & Engels
ASTTBC Foundation
Atlantic Power Corporation
Dr. Chinnama Baines
Baker Newby LLP
BC Lung Foundation
BC Northern Real Estate Board
BC Society of Gardens Club
BC Veterinary Technologists 
Association
BCASW Thompson  
Nicola Branch
Gail Berg
Birchbay Foundation
Dr. Stella Black
Cody Bostock
Dr. Christine Bovis-Cnossen  
& Professor Christopher Bovis
James & Evelyn Bowersock
Dr. Sharon Brewer & Kevin O’Neil
Dr. Richard Brewster
Dr. Kim Calder Stegemann  
& Karl Stegemann
Sue Calne
Canadian Professional Meat 
Cutter’s Association
Fiona Chan
Trudy Chatwin
Chemo RV
Clark Wilson LLP Recruitment 
Support Award
Cloverdale Paint
The Ed Coates Memorial 
Foundation
John & Beverley Coburn
The Honourable Francis Cole
Colliers Project Leaders Inc.
Donna-Lee Conner
CPABC
Credit Union Central of BC
CUPE Local 3500
Don Dalgleish
Brian Daly
Bryan Daly
Michael Dalziel
Ambo Dhaliwal

Dr. Annette Dominik
Domtar
Donich Law Professional 
Corporation
Lorraine Drdul
John Dumesnil
Dr. Susan Duncan &  
Richard Hunter
Edwards, Kenny & Bray LLP
Engineers and Geoscientists 
British Columbia South  
Central Branch
Fred & Mary-Jane Engstrom
Estsék’ Environmental  
Services LLP
Excel Industries Ltd.
Fasken
Craig Ferris
Trevor French
Bill & Alana Frymire
Walter Frymire
The Game Family
John & Penny Gardner
Dr. William & Nancy  
Garrett-Petts
Jack & Sylvia Gin Foundation
Adina Gray
Guild Yule LLP
Dr. Jeff Guthrie
HPF Engineering Ltd.
Insolvency Institute of Canada
Karen Irving
Dr. Colin & Kathryn James
Joanne Jones
Jeannine Jubinville
Kamloops & District Fish and 
Game Association
Kamloops Exploration  
Group Society
Kamloops Freemasons  
Lodge No. 10
Kamloops Honda
Kamloops Paddlewheelers 
Lions Club
Maggie Keatley
Kiwanis Club of Kamloops BC
Wendy Krauza
Dr. Terry & Lisa Lake
Larry Leonard
The Maarhuis Family
Mainland Sleep Diagnostics Ltd.
The Marchand Family
Market Place Leaders



Bruce Martin
Madam Justice Sharon 
Matthews & Robert McDiarmid
James McCreath Family
Dr. Elspeth McDougall
Leanne McKerlich
Rod Michell
Dr. Jack & Verna Miller
Matt & Heidi Milovick
Minerva Foundation for  
BC Women
Molycop Canada
Wesley Mueller & Dorys 
Crespin-Mueller
Dr. Donna & Donald 
Murnaghan
J.W. & Mary Mutch
The Mutual Fire Insurance  
Co. of BC
Anthony Muzzillo & Evelina 
Coschizza
Mark & Sally Nairn
Nestlé Purina PetCare Canada
Goran Nogic 
Norton Rose Fulbright  
Canada LLP
Ken & Arlene Olynyk
Anil Parekh
The Patterson Family via 
Victoria Foundation
Josephine Pegler
Donna Petri
Baldev Pooni
Tim & Sue Porter
Stephen Pottle
Progressive Rubber  
Industries Inc.
Pronto Enterprises Ltd.
Provincial Court Judges’ 
Association of BC
Dr. Barbara Prystawa & Richard 
Vander Mey
The Pylarinos Family
Mayor Al Raine & Nancy 
Greene Raine
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
Steve & Niki Remesz
Rescue Canada Inc.
Roper Greyell LLP
Christ’l Roshard
Lori Roy
Royal Inland Hospital 
Foundation

Runners Sole
Susan Safford
Sage Sport Institute
Scottish Rite Masonry, Lodge of 
Perfection, Kamloops BC
Nikta Shirazian
Terry & Lanni Shupe
Shuswap Naturalist Club
Societa Cristoforo Colombo
Society of Trust & Estate 
Practitioners (Canada)
Marvin Storrow
Stuffers Supply Company
Surerus Murphy Joint Venture
Jennifer Thibault
Tolko Industries Ltd.
Jim & Lynne Totten
Triton Environmental 
Consultants Ltd.
TRU Association of 
Professional Administrators
Urban Systems Ltd. & Urban 
Systems Foundation
Deborah Wallace
Robert Watson
Christopher & Diane Wells
Stuart Westie
Steve & Jing Wong
Andrew Wynne
Charlie Wyse

$250–$999
0777331 BC Ltd.
5Bean Brewbar & Cafe
A & T Project  
Developments Inc.
Peter & Barbara Aarestad
Acceleration - Kozoris Strength 
and Conditioning
Dr. Dennis Acreman & 
Evangelista Pappas
Mark & Christine Adam
Allteck Limited Partnership
Renee Anderson
Rob & Lucille Anderson
Miki Andrejevic & Nena  
Jocic-Andrejevic
Dr. Robert Androkovich
Brent & Kari Ashby
Curtis Atkinson
Mark & Kevin Atkinson
Atwood Clinic
Dr. Anoosha Avni

Terry & Margaret Bangen
Robert & Elizabeth Barlow
Kevin Barrie
Tracy Barth
Daniel & Ivana Baudin
Chief Justice Robert J. Bauman 
& Susan Bauman
BC Interior Community 
Foundation
BC Society of  
Respiratory Therapists
Martin Belanger
Maureen Berry
Besanger Law
John Blachford
The Honourable Richard Blair  
& Fearon Blair
Bradley Bostock
Emile Bouchard
Terry Bouchard
Brandnew Athlete Inc.
Dan Brosseuk
Jason Brown
Doug Buis
Noeleen Bunney
Cara Cadre
CALAS-Pacific Chapter
Mel & Anne Campbell
Frank Caputo & Odette 
Dempsey-Caputo
Starr & Gayle Carson
CCAE
Baihua Chadwick
Janine Chan
Wendy Childerley
Scott Clark
Clear Security Solutions Inc.
The Commodore Grand Cafe  
& Lounge
Allan Connor
Derek Cook
Bill & Trish Cooper
Alisa Coquet
Raymond Cox
Chris Crossfield
Culture Care Landscaping
Bart Cummins & Karen 
Grigoleit
Frederick Cunningham  
& Helen Birdsall
Camilla Dahl
Allison Dalgleish

Daniel & Catherine Dallaire
Lori & Robert de Frias
Karen Densky
Sandra Dever
Joe Dobson & Naowarat 
Cheeptham
Daryl Drozda
Rudi Eiter & Leni Reichor
Dr. Brett & Norma Fairbairn
Cathy Farber
Rob & Eileen Farrow
Jason & Pamela Fawcett
Jonathan Fershau
Finnie Hunka LLP
Josie Fischer
Coby Fulton
Steve Gabor
Ryan Gentile - Big Boot Inn 
2009 Inc. - Red Wing Shoe Co.
Sarah Gibson
Google Inc.
Dr. Louis Gosselin
Tania Gottschalk
Mary-Frances Gray
Lorne Gulliford
Morgan Gutek
John & Penny Haggarty
Herman Hall
Bradley Harasymchuk
Jeanne & Harry Harker III
Michelle Harrison
Dian Henderson
Roger & Linda Hicks
Mike & Nancy Hill
Hill’s Pet Nutrition Canada Inc.
Maurice Hindle &  
Sydney Johnsen
Ken Holmstrom
Dr. Heidi Huttunen-Hennelly  
& Pat Hennelly
IG Wealth Management
Larry Iles & Mary Harber
IMC Integra Mortgage Corp.
Information Wranglers 
Technical Services Inc.
Melissa Jakubec
Eric & Shona Johansen
David Johnson
Byron & Lindsay Jones
Kamloops Regional Farmers 
Market Society
Hans & Margarete Kögler

Linda Kovaltsenko
Ernie Kroeger
Dr. Laura Lamb
Lansdowne Liquor Store
Christine LeClair
Honesto & Lourdes Leonin
Lavona Liggins
Michele Livingstone
John Lundie
Cheryl Lyall
Dr. David & Maria MacIntosh
Heather MacLeod
Gary & Diana Major
Paul & Monna Manhas
Gladys Manson
Mr. Justice Len & Laurie 
Marchand, Jr.
Lori Marchand
Malinda Marshall
Dr. Leigh Matthews
Izabela Mazur
Ron McColl
Shirley McGillivray
Dr. Sean McGuinness
Dustin & Heather McIntyre
Tom & Bonnie McInulty
Dr. Kathryn McNaughton  
& Paul Wolf
Steve McQueen
Christine Miller
Beverley Moore
Jennifer Moore
Kim Moshenko
Paul Mumford &  
Lindsay Holmes
Jeff Murphy
Edna Nagy
Donald Nelson
Heather Noyes
O.A.P.O. Branch 93
Michael & Melissa Oatway
John & Daniela O’Fee
Colin & Mab Oloman
Ron & Susan Olynyk
Murray & Patricia Owen
Mark Paetkau
Margaret Patten
Performance Integrated Health
Andrew Pilliar
Pinegrove Riverbend H.E.U.
Cindy Piwowar

Edith Pletzer
Gary Poignant
Donald Poirier
Marilyn Poncelet
Paula Presta
Saeed Rahmati
Yahya Rashid
Elizabeth Rennie
Chelsea Roberts
Dr. Jeanette & Ian Robertson
William & Mary Ann Robertson
Joyce Roshard
Royal Canin
Salmon Arm  
Synergy Basketball
John Salvatore
Dr. Monica Sanchez-Flores
Madam Justice Mary Saunders
Martin & Bonnie Scherrer
Bruno & Karen Schilling
Raymond & Susan Sewell
Mateen Shaikh
Heather Shannon
David & Kathy Sheets
Jon Shephard
Evan Sherwood
Dr. Peter Smoczynski
John Sparks
Ross Spina
Gordana Stojsavljevic
Carl & Leslie Sulkowski
Colin Taylor
Elizabeth Templeman
Daniel Thompson
Tomahawk Ventures
Trail Tire
Dr. Peter Tsigaris & Lian 
Dumouchel
Aniljit Uppal
Colleen Van Spankeren
Eric & Hilary Villeneuve
Dr. Caitlin & Chris Visser
Erwin Wagemakers
Mark & Ann Wallin
James & Barbara Wentworth
George Weremczuk
Rob & Kristin Williamson Family
Robert & Rachel Wilson
Michael & Jane Wolfram
Dr. Cheryl Zawaduk 



CONTACT US
foundation@tru.ca  |  250-828-5264
tru.ca/giving

Thompson Rivers University campuses are on the traditional lands of the 
Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc (Kamloops campus) and the T’exelc (Williams Lake 

campus) within Secwepemc’ulucw, the traditional and unceded territory of 
the Secwépemc. Our region also extends into the territories of the St’át’imc, 

Nlaka’pamux, Nuxalk, Tŝilhqot’in, Dakelh and Syilx peoples.
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