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Department of English and Modern Languages 

English 217: Survey of Canadian Literature – Beginnings to the 1950s

	          COURSE:

	ENGL 217 -- 01
	INSTRUCTOR:
	Dr. Thomas B. Friedman

	     SEMESTER:

	Fall 2008
	OFFICE :
	AE 197 (371-5976)

	CLASSTIMES:
	T 6:30 – 9:20
	OFFICE HOURS:
	T 6:00 – 6:20 or by appointment

	ROOM:
	AE 104
	E-MAIL:
	tfriedman@tru.ca


Course Description

English 217 examines the development of Canadian poetry and prose from the exploration narratives of the 18th Century to the growth of realism and modernism in the poetry and fiction of the 1950s.  The course demands the close reading, explication and discussion of a variety of genres, styles, and subject matter.  The class will concentrate on two recurring themes in Canadian literature: responses to nature and the preoccupation with the past.  In addition, students will be required to look for ways in which Canadian literature has expressed a growing and changing sense of Canadian national identity.  Besides exploring Canadian themes, the course will also examine how works of Canadian literature express the personal, the familial and the communal, that is, how literature creates and reflects the self, the family, and the community.

Students will be expected to understand the fundamentals of literary explication and should be familiar with basic literary critical terminology from English 111 or 121.

Course Objectives and Student Expectations

By the semester's end, you are expected to

1. Demonstrate, to the instructor's satisfaction, a sound knowledge of the themes, critical terminology, and analytical approaches relevant to the works under study;

2. Demonstrate, to the instructor's satisfaction, fluency of written expression befitting a course at the second-year university level.

Prerequisite

An average of C (or better) in two first-year academic English courses (ENGL 110/111/121) is a minimum requirement.

Course Organization

Classes will consist of lectures, discussions, student oral presentations, in-class explication, in-class literary analysis, and in-class short quizzes.  You are expected to read the assigned works at least once before they are discussed in class.

Required Texts

English 217 Survey of Canadian Literature Course Anthology.  Selected by Thomas Friedman.  Thompson Rivers University.  2008.
Moodie, Susanna.  Roughing It in the Bush.  1852.  Afterword by Susan Glickman.  Toronto: McClelland, 2007.

Wilson, Ethel.  Swamp Angel.  1954.  Afterword by George Bowering.  New Canadian Library.  Toronto: McClelland, 1990.

Recommended Texts

· A short history of Canada such as Kenneth McNaught's Pelican History of Canada.

· M. H. Abrams, A Glossary of Literary Terms or Holman & Harmon, A Handbook to Literature
· A handbook of composition and grammar.

Attendance

Regular attendance is essential for success in this course.  Should you have to be absent, please notify me by telephone, prior to the class if possible.  Students who are habitually late or unprepared for class or attend fewer than 80% of the classes, may be asked to withdraw.

Evaluation

	In-Class Quizzes
	20

	In-Class Explication Essay
	10

	At-Home Explication Essay
	10

	Seminar Presentation
	10

	At-Home Research Essay:
	

	· Outline and Works Cited
	5

	· Completed Essay
	15

	Final Examination
	20

	Class Participation/Attendance
	10

	TOTAL
	100%


Note:

1. In-class essays must be double-spaced and written legibly.  At-home essays must be double-spaced, word-processed or typed, and stapled.  (No binders or plastic sleeves, please).  Keep a photocopy and/or digital copy of your submitted essays.

2. I have the right not to accept late assignments without a valid reason.  I reserve the right to deduct marks for late submissions.  If a medical or family crisis situation prevents you from submitting an assignment on time, please notify me prior to the due date.

3. You must complete all course assignments in order to receive a grade.

Academic Integrity
Familiarize yourselves with the TRU Academic Integrity Policy (ED 5-0) in the TRU Calendar, which can be accessed at www.tru.ca/calendar.  In a literary studies course it is particularly important to avoid possible plagiarism by acknowledging all paraphrasing or direct quotation of others’ words.  I will expect you to use an in-text citation method of acknowledging primary and secondary sources for your research essays.

