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Strategy Description and Overview

This presentation is to help instructors to develop techniques and strategies to create integrated pronunciation lessons or programs to help learners to further develop their perception and production skills.  This workshop will include volunteer participation in order to demonstrate practical phonetics to manage, maintain and scaffold strategies for segmental (letter sounds) and suprasegmental  (combined sound units) environments.  Altogether, the workshop will focus on the needs of learners' perception and production within real-life situations through the use of internet resources. 

Segmentals and suprasegmentals are the basis of basic oral communication. Identification of common segmental errors, like 'r', 'l', 'p' ,'b', 'f' and 'v' are important first steps in order to become aware of both what is different and how they are different in learner and target languages.  Concurrently, physical differences in language rhythms must be addressed.  For example, moving from a syllable-based to a stressed-based language is indicative of many smaller adjustments.  It is important to choose which language features will improve intelligibility.  Though, it can be argued that constant and immediate correction can facilitate the acquisition of skills, the development of awareness of sounds and rhythms in English, coupled with the strategies to identify and auto-correct errors will create more productive learners.

Further to this investigation, lessons and programs for Pronunciation must constitute a cyclical rotation where new values are added at each interval.  This workshop will demonstrate how instructors can incorporate new segmental and suprasegmental items, while building on previously learnt ones.  Once a formal program has been created, repetition within different environments is required for the maintenance of the qualities acquired.  Using videos, learners can not only mimic patterns and sounds, they have ownership of the understanding of why native speakers speak the way they do.  Moreover, learners have the opportunity to practice in a safe environment that reflects situations and environments in real life.  
Together, Teaching Integrated Pronunciation Strategies (TIPS) will create a language learner who is not only aware of the rules and exceptions, but is able to auto-correct and has full ownership of her/his learning to become more fluent and accurate in both perception and production.
Participation Engagement:
Directions:

Each participant will produce at least two (2) extension activities.

You can move to a different station once you finish your first activity.

You will get a chance to showcase your production at the end of the workshop.

Activities 1 and 2:

1) Screenr.com : 

Use the transcript and voiceover the video: America’s Best Value

Save it and email it to me: dtan911@gmail.com
2) Write and record a 2 minute skit that highlights your hometown as part of a tourist promotion video.  
Include:

1) where it is

2) what are two places not to miss

3) what are two things to do
4) why we should visit

5) your own ideas

Record and save your video on a USB key

Activities 3 and 4:

3) Screenr.com:

Use the transcript and dub over the video: Cheap Flights

Save it and email it to me: dtan911@gmail.com
4) Write and record a 2 minute skit that highlights the banana holder in a short advertising campaign.

Include:

1) what it is and what it is used for

2) what its benefits are

3) where to use it

4) who can use it

5) your own ideas

Record and save your video on a USB key 

Activity 5:

5) voicethread.com:

Watch the video from voicethread.

Make comments and evaluate the video.

Use the different functions to draw on the video
· Voicethread is public forum.  Once you have completed the activity, it is available to everyone online.  This page will be deleted at the end of the workshop

Activity 6:

6) Lip-synching with a cam

Listen to the music video

While it is playing, move your mouth to match the words

Practice it a few times

Record yourself lip-synching to the music

Save it on USB

Song choices:

1) Grenade

2) Someone Like You

3) The Tide is High

4) Your choice

Online Resources:

For the teacher

http://www.pronunciationtips.com
· Explains, describes and gives examples of segmentals and suprasegmentals

http://www.englishclub.com/pronunciation/index.htm
· Explains suprsegmentals in detail 

http://www.rong-chang.com
· Up-to-date links for four-skills resources

Tools to analyze and record pronunciation 

PRAAT http://www.fon.hum.uva.nl/praat/ 
· Software you download and use for speech analysis and synthesis 

· Provides visual representations of speech samples and can be used to compare features of two samples. Community support available for beginner users. 

Audacity http://audacity.sourceforge.net/about/
· Record live audio.

· Convert tapes and records into digital recordings or CDs.

· Edit Ogg Vorbis, MP3, WAV or AIFF sound files.

· Cut, copy, splice or mix sounds together.

· Change the speed or pitch of a recording.
Screenr http://www.screenr.com
· Record screen captures up to 5 minutes

· Share dubbed videos
From Oxford University Press

http://www.oup.com/elt/global/products/englishfile/elementary/c_pronunciation
· Perception discrimination for vowels and consonants

From the New Okanagan College

http://international.ouc.bc.ca/pronunciation/
· Listen and discriminate between minimal pairs with answer key

Pronunciation guide (videos)

http://www.rachelsenglish.com
For varieties of English

http://www.fonetiks.org/
· Listen to words in different varieties from around the world

http://www.forvo.com/ 

· A collaborative pronunciation guide with speech samples contributed by users 

http://www.elovivo.com/ 
· Online dictionary with pronunciation samples provided by users 

http://micase.elicorpora.info/sound-files-online
· Michigan Corpus of Academic Spoken English Sound Files 

To practice minimal pairs

http://www.soundsofenglish.org/
http://www.shiporsheep.com/
Jazz chants

http://www.onestopenglish.com/section.asp?sectionType=listsummary&catid=59397&docid=146250
Music and songs

http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org/index-ex.htm
Other Sites

http://evaeaston.com/
http://www.manythings.org/e/pronunciation.html
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